EDITORIAL COMMENTS FORM 

	EDITORIAL COMMENT’S on revised paper (if any)
	Authors’ response to editor’s comments

	I believe that additional revisions are needed before it can be considered for publication. I have also added comments and specific changes in the annotated manuscript. 

– One of the significant issues overlooked in the earlier review round is that the study uses a culture-dependent approach to determine microbial diversity in the soil and vermicomposts. It is well known that this approach captures only a small fraction of microbial diversity. Unfortunately, this limitation was neither acknowledged nor addressed in the current study. 

– Another important concern of the study is the use of composite samples in various experiments. The replicates derived from these composite samples are considered technical replicates. However, to accurately evaluate the true variation between different sites or treatments, biological replicates are necessary. Therefore, the use of technical replicates in the study needs adequate reasoning. 

– The introduction fails to summarize previous information on the microbial diversity in vermicasts. Further, discuss what the previous studies missed that necessitated the present study. 

– The physicochemical characterization of the soil and vermicasts is incomplete. For instance, important information like the soil type (as per standard classification), organic matter content, nutrients, etc., is missing. 

– In modern science, microorganisms need to be characterized molecularly, as morphological and biochemical characterization is unacceptable. Therefore, it is important to justify the use of identification methods in the present study. 

– Generally, parametric analysis like ANOVA requires a normal distribution of data. However, it is not clear if the data were checked for homogeneity before statistical analysis or if any transformation was done to normalize the data. The type of ANOVA (one-way, two-way, etc.) and Post Hoc test used for separating means that differ significantly is also not mentioned. 

– Figures should be self-explanatory. Therefore, indicate if the error bars shown are standard error or standard deviation. Moreover, it is not clear what the alphabets above the bars indicate and how to read them. The results of statistical analysis are not uniformly presented across all the bar charts.The results of the study should be interpreted with caution as conclusions drawn from limited number of samples at a single time point in a year may be misleading. Mention this limitation in the conclusion section. 

– Delete Table 5, as the information is already there in the results. 

– The discussion is quite general and speculative, with several repetitive results throughout this section. The weakness in the discussion arises from the inadequate assessment of soil characteristics, as well as a lack of rigorous sampling and cultural approaches. For instance, only two to five fungal isolates were recorded from the studied samples, which is very low. Additionally, many bacterial taxa, other than
	· This work on earthworm casts in Daloa is a pilot study of its kind in this area. A composite sampling technique was therefore employed to obtain a general overview of the microbial diversity of casts at each site and, subsequently, to gain insight into the core fungal genera that may be found in casts under the conditions of Daloa. However, it is evident that with this type of composite sample, some information on variability is inevitably lost. This clarification has been indicated in the discussion
· Microbial diversity information was incorporated into the introduction. It has been indicated that the microbial diversity associated with earthworm casts is considerable and may vary across localities
· The work we propose for publication is a pilot study that will provide an overview of the contribution of earthworm casts present in Daloa to the biological fertilization of soils. The following markers were targeted:

· Soil bacterial biomass, which is closely linked to organic matter content, nutrients, etc.,
· pH and acidity, which are essential parameters as they determine nutrient availability, microbial activity, and thus overall biological fertility.

Furthermore, according to your suggestions, several physicochemical parameters will subsequently be investigated in the continuation of this study. Micro-organisms will be characterized molecularly.
· Analytical replications were carried out for determining parameters.

· For the experimental soil substrates enriched with castings, proportions of 0%, 5%, 10%, 15% and 20% were prepared by mixing castings with soil according to the quantities specified in Table 1.
· Statistical analysis section is revised. Precisions and corrections were carried out.
· Table 5 is deleted

· Discussion is revised 
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