Editor’s Comment:
Overall, the manuscript is well-executed and scientifically sound; however, the following minor revisions are suggested: 1. Some repetition is noted in the explanation of results, particularly regarding transplanting shock, seedling age effects, and genetic variation among varieties. The section could be improved by reducing redundancy and providing a more focused analytical interpretation. 2.The experiment was conducted at a single location during one growing season. This limitation should be explicitly acknowledged in the conclusion, along with a stronger justification for conducting future multi-location and multi-season trials.
After addressing the above points, the manuscript would be suitable for publication
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