


FARMERS' PERCEPTION TOWARDS KCC SCHEME IN MYSORE DIVISION: AN EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS 

  Abstract 
The present study investigated farmers’ perceptions of the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme and assessed the challenges encountered by farmers in the Mysore division. The research relied exclusively on primary data, which was collected using a pre-tested questionnaire administered to the selected respondents through multi-stage random sampling. As an inferential examination, the study employed cross-tabulation with Chi-square and ANOVA analysis to interpret and evaluate the data. The statistical results indicate that there are significant differences in how farmers from different districts of the Mysore division perceive the impact of the KCC scheme in terms of access to better quality inputs, growing commercial crops, and improvements in annual income, as evidenced by p-values less than 0.05. Conversely, p-values greater than 0.05 suggest uniformity in the challenges experienced by farmers throughout the division, indicating no significant inter-district variation in this regard. The authors suggested that farmers must take proactive steps to become more engaged with the financial mechanisms, and at the policy level, it is also imperative to strengthen the integration of technology and data analytics in scheme implementation and monitoring, thereby ensuring greater efficiency, transparency, and inclusiveness.  
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1. Introduction
Agriculture continues to be the backbone of the Indian economy, providing livelihood to a significant portion of the rural population. However, the sector is often constrained by inadequate access to timely and affordable credit, which hampers both productivity and investment in modern farming practices. To address this challenge, the Government of India introduced the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme in 1998, based on the recommendations of the R.V. Gupta Committee. The scheme was envisaged as a landmark reform in the rural credit system, aimed at simplifying the process of obtaining institutional credit and ensuring adequate financial support to farmers. The KCC scheme is regarded as a milestone in ensuring the smooth flow of agricultural credit in India.  
The KCC Scheme was introduced to provide farmers with timely and affordable credit, thereby reducing their dependence on informal moneylenders and promoting agricultural productivity (NABARD, 1999). Despite its wide coverage and institutional support, the effectiveness of the KCC scheme largely depends on farmers’ awareness, perception, and utilization patterns.  The KCC Scheme has not only reduced the burden of high-interest informal loans but also encouraged adoption of modern agricultural practices (Meena and Sharma 2016). Farmers’ attitudes toward the scheme play a vital role in determining the extent of its success, especially in regions where agriculture is the primary source of livelihood. In this context, the Mysore Division of Karnataka, with its diverse agricultural base and socio-economic variations, provides a suitable case for examining farmers’ perceptions. 
The present study, therefore, attempts an empirical analysis of how farmers in the Mysore Division perceive the KCC scheme, the awareness they possess, and the extent to which the scheme meets their credit requirements. Understanding these perceptions will not only highlight the strengths and shortcomings of the scheme at the grassroots level but also provide insights for policymakers and financial institutions to improve its effectiveness and reach.

2. Review of literature
2.1 Conceptual postulations
The KCC scheme was found to be generally effective in meeting short-term production credit needs across all farm-size categories, though its functioning was hindered by the involvement of multiple intermediaries in securing appropriate collateral and guarantors (Singh & Sekhon, 2005).  The authors suggested that timely communication of climate contingency plans, along with focused awareness and training programmes, is essential to enhance the adoption of improved crop production technologies among small and marginal farmers (Kumar & Kalyani, 2010). The study highlights that short-term crop loans contributed most significantly to yield improvement in wheat cultivation, while income growth was highest for wheat farmers, followed by those cultivating gram and arhar (Sharma et al., 2013). The findings demonstrated that farmers holding Kisan Credit Cards earn approximately 25–30 per cent higher income compared to their non-KCC counterparts (Meena & Reddy, 2013). The study points out that ongoing awareness campaigns by banks did not translate into adequate knowledge among farmers regarding the provisions of the KCC scheme, and additionally, gaps were observed in bankers’ understanding of the scheme’s operational procedures (Mehta et al., 2016). 
The study showed that most KCC beneficiaries possessed moderate knowledge of the scheme and generally expressed a favourable opinion, with many acknowledging its overall usefulness (Valamannavar et al., 2018). The findings suggest that farmers generally exhibit a favourable level of satisfaction with the KCC scheme due to its affordable credit terms, ease of access, and repayment mechanism (Parwate et al., 2018). The study identified that difficulty in arranging guarantors was the primary constraint experienced by KCC beneficiaries, followed by challenges related to providing acceptable collateral and the presence of multiple intermediaries within marketing channels (Bhattacharjee & Sharma, 2021). The results suggested that the effectiveness of the KCC scheme is closely associated with farmers’ socioeconomic attributes, resource base, information access, and behavioural characteristics (Nigade et al., 2022). It was demonstrated that while the outstanding amount under the Kisan Credit Card scheme grew significantly at an annual rate of 31.26 per cent over five years, the number of operative cards increased only marginally, with a CAGR of 2.98 per cent (Sheela & Rajashekar, 2023). The analysis indicated that farmers’ opinions about the Kisan Credit Card scheme did not vary in any meaningful way by gender, suggesting that male and female farmers perceived the scheme similarly (Soundarya & Parimalarani, 2023).
 It was indicated that farmers’ access to KCC is closely linked to their socioeconomic and demographic attributes, and that participation in the scheme reduces reliance on moneylenders for credit by about 25 per cent (Kumar et al., 2023). The study revealed that KCC coverage in Odisha remains limited, reaching only about 40% of registered farmers. And also finds that beneficiaries show better socio-economic outcomes and greater adoption of modern farming practices than non-beneficiaries (Kumar et al., 2024). The study indicated that the Kisan Credit Card scheme positively supports various crop production activities, including land preparation, irrigation, procurement of seeds and fertilisers, purchase of plant protection inputs, transportation expenses, and labour payments (Pratap Singh, 2024). The study observed that agricultural productivity tends to improve among farmers who effectively utilise KCC, with outcomes also shaped by farm size, educational attainment, and household income levels (Goyal, 2024). The findings revealed uneven patterns of credit allocation, persistent bureaucratic obstacles, and shortcomings in prevailing policy mechanisms that limit the effective and equitable dissemination of financial resources (Shekhar, 2025). The authors suggested that large farmers in Haryana diverted a greater share of loan funds than those in Punjab toward most non-productive uses, such as social ceremonies, repayment of old debts, capital expenditure, land purchase, and other expenses (Devi & Singh, 2025)

2.2 Research gap and Significance of the study
Since its inception in 1998, the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme has been widely studied from the perspective of credit flow, policy implementation, and its macroeconomic impact on agricultural finance. Several studies (Gupta, 1998; Samantara, 2010; Kumar et al., 2021) have emphasized the role of KCC scheme in improving access to institutional credit, while others have highlighted awareness, utilisation, and constraints. However, a critical research gap lies in the regional analysis of farmers’ perception, especially in Karnataka’s Mysore Division, which represents a unique agricultural landscape characterized by diverse cropping patterns, socio-economic variations, and dependence on institutional credit. Hence, this study attempts to bridge the gap empirically by analysing the farmers' perception and challenges confronted in the selected districts of the Mysore division. 

2.3 Objectives of the study
· To compare farmers' perceptions of the KCC Scheme among selected districts of the Mysore division.
· To explore the challenges faced by farmers in utilizing the KCC scheme across selected districts of the Mysore division.

2.4 Hypotheses of the study
· No significant difference in the farmers' perceptions of the KCC Scheme among selected districts of the Mysore division.
· No significant difference in the challenges faced by farmers in utilizing the KCC scheme across selected districts of the Mysore division.

3. Methodology
The research was conducted in the Mysore division of Karnataka, focusing on farmers who are beneficiaries of the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme. A multi-stage random sampling method, incorporating the exclusion principle, was adopted to ensure unbiased and representative data collection. The study covered five major districts of the division, namely Udupi, Chamarajanagara, Kodagu, Mysuru, and Mandya, which were selected based on the proportion of farming population and the number of active KCC accounts. From each taluk within these districts, one village was chosen, and primary data were gathered from 720 KCC holders through a well-structured and pre-tested questionnaire to analyze whether there is any difference in their perception of the KCC scheme and the challenges encountered across the selected districts. 
Table 1. Population of the KCC scheme in Mysore Division
	Districts
	No. of operative KCCs

	Udupi
	34536

	Chamarajanagara
	50878

	Kodagu
	55688

	Mysuru
	155381

	Mandya
	195562

	Total 
	4,92,045




According to the sample size determination (Cochran, 1977) for a finite population, 384 respondents would be sufficient to carry out the study, as calculated below. 

n = ___NZ2  pq______  
       e2 (N-1) + NZ2 pq

For this study, N= 492,045  (total operative KCCs in the Mysore division), Z=1.96 (95% confidence), p=0.50, and e=0.05. Substituting these values gives n≈383.86, which was rounded up to 384 respondents. The proportion p=0.50 was used to produce a conservative (maximum-variance) estimate. (Cochran, 1977).

However, the authors have considered the following based on the proportion of the farming population and the number of active KCC accounts in the Mysore division.

Table 2. Sample Size At 0.15 Percent
	Districts
	No. of operative KCCs
	Base %
	Sample

	Udupi
	34536
	0.15
	35

	Chamarajanagara
	50878
	0.15
	76

	Kodagu
	55688
	0.15
	83

	Mysuru
	155381
	0.15
	233

	Mandya
	195562
	0.15
	293

	Total
	720


                (Source: compiled from secondary data)
Operationalization of Perception and challenges faced. 
Farmers’ perception towards the KCC scheme was quantified by employing a five-point Likert scale, in which the authors have considered five statements that comprise farmers’ perception as a whole, like their attitude, awareness level, satisfaction, and challenges faced. Farmers were instructed to rate the statements on a scale ranging from 5 (Strongly Agree), 4 (Agree), 3(Neutral), 2(Disagree), and 1 (Strongly Disagree) for both perception and challenges. This allowed for a comprehensive and measurable evaluation of awareness levels. This allowed for a comprehensive and measurable evaluation of farmers' perceptions. 
	The data analysis was carried out with the help of SPSS, and inferential methods, specifically Chi-Square Analysis with cross-tabulation, were used to investigate the differences in the farmers' perceptions. The percentage analysis and ANOVA were used to explore the challenges confronted by the farmers of the selected districts of the Mysore division.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1  Farmers' Perceptions towards the KCC Scheme Among Selected Districts of the Mysore Division.
The authors have chosen five essential statements to analyse the differences in the farmers' perception, and a cross-tabulation with Chi-square was carried out to test the hypotheses. 

4.1.1 KCC Loans Will Enable Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers.
i. Cross Tabulation




Table 3: Cross Tabulation on Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers
	KCC Loans Will Enable Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Total

	District
	Mysuru
	5
	18
	38
	131
	41
	233

	
	Chamarajanagar
	2
	7
	12
	43
	12
	76

	
	Mandya
	2
	24
	56
	173
	38
	293

	
	Udupi
	1
	1
	7
	19
	7
	35

	
	Kodagu
	4
	7
	15
	39
	18
	83

	Total
	14
	57
	128
	405
	116
	720


(Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The cross-tabulation analysis explores the perception of farmers across selected districts of the Mysore division regarding the statement, “KCC Loans Will Enable Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers.” The results reveal a largely positive perception of the impact of KCC loans in facilitating the employment of skilled labour across the districts. Out of 720 respondents, the highest concentration of agreement is observed in Mandya and Mysuru districts. Specifically, Mandya records the highest number of ‘Agree’ responses (173), followed by Mysuru with 131, indicating strong support from farmers in these agriculturally intensive regions. Across all five districts, only 71 respondents (less than 10%) expressed disagreement or strong disagreement, emphasizing a predominantly favorable perception. These findings suggest that KCC loans are widely perceived as a catalyst for agricultural development through improved access to skilled labor, particularly in core farming districts.
ii. Chi-Square Analysis on KCC Loans Will Enable Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers.
Table 4: Chi-Square Analysis on Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers
	Chi-Square Tests

	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	14.263a
	16
	.579

	Likelihood Ratio
	14.368
	16
	.571

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	.225
	1
	.635

	N of Valid Cases
	720
	
	

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 3.68.


                      (Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The Chi-square test is conducted to evaluate whether there is a significant difference in farmers’ perceptions of the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Scheme across selected districts of the Mysore division. Based on the cross-tabulated data for the statement “KCC Loans Will Enable Farmers to Employ Highly Skilled Laborers,” the Pearson Chi-square value is 14.263 with 16 degrees of freedom and a p-value of 0.579. Since the p-value is greater than the standard significance level of 0.05, the defined hypothesis is accepted. This indicates that there is no statistically significant difference in how farmers from different districts perceive the role of KCC loans in enabling the employment of highly skilled labourers. 

4.1.2. Farmers will be Able to Buy Better Quality Inputs.
i. Cross Tabulation
Table 5: Cross Tabulation on Farmers Will be Able to Buy Better Quality Inputs
	Farmers will be Able to Buy Better Quality Inputs

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Total

	District
	Mysuru
	54
	57
	85
	27
	10
	233

	
	Chamarajanagar
	18
	24
	28
	5
	1
	76

	
	Mandya
	74
	78
	112
	22
	7
	293

	
	Udupi
	13
	9
	10
	3
	0
	35

	
	Kodagu
	19
	21
	33
	6
	4
	83

	Total
	178
	189
	268
	63
	22
	720


(Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The cross-tabulation analysis examines how farmers from various districts within the Mysore division perceive the statement that KCC loans will enable them to purchase better quality agricultural inputs. A notable concentration of neutral responses is observed across all districts, particularly in Mandya (112), Mysuru (85), and Kodagu (33), indicating a sense of uncertainty or mixed experiences with the impact of KCC loans on input quality. Very few farmers in any district strongly agreed with the statement, with only 10 in Mysuru and 7 in Mandya selecting that option. The findings suggest a need for further investigation into whether and how KCC loans are effectively facilitating access to high-quality agricultural inputs, particularly in agriculturally dominant districts like Mandya and Mysuru.
ii. Chi-Square Analysis
Table 6: Chi-Square Analysis on Farmers Will be Able to Buy Better Quality Inputs
	Chi-Square Tests

	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	12.255a
	16
	.006

	Likelihood Ratio
	12.914
	16
	.009

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	1.234
	1
	.267

	N of Valid Cases
	720
	
	

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 2.70.


                      (Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The chi-square test is conducted to assess whether there is a significant difference in farmers’ perceptions across districts regarding the statement "Farmers will be able to buy better quality inputs with the help of KCC loans." The Pearson Chi-Square value is 12.255 with 16 degrees of freedom and an associated p-value of .006. Since the p-value is less than the standard significance level of 0.05, the null hypothesis is rejected.  

4.1.3 KCC loans will raise the Output Level of Production.
i. Cross Tabulation 
Table 7: Cross Tabulation on Raises the Output Level of Production
	KCC loans will raise the Output Level of Production

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Total

	District
	Mysuru
	47
	73
	82
	20
	11
	233

	
	Chamarajanagar
	22
	21
	26
	6
	1
	76

	
	Mandya
	64
	104
	93
	24
	8
	293

	
	Udupi
	9
	12
	10
	4
	0
	35

	
	Kodagu
	19
	23
	32
	4
	5
	83

	Total
	161
	233
	243
	58
	25
	720


      (Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The responses show considerable variation across the five districts. A significant number of farmers in Mandya (104) and Mysuru (73) expressed disagreement, indicating skepticism about the impact of KCC loans on increasing production. Similarly, Mandya (64), Mysuru (47), and Chamarajanagar (22) also have high counts in the "Strongly Disagree" category, reinforcing this sentiment. Overall, the findings reveal a generally cautious or skeptical outlook among farmers in the Mysore division regarding the ability of KCC loans to significantly boost agricultural output, with a stronger lean toward neutrality and disagreement across most districts.

ii. Chi-Square Analysis on KCC loans will raise the Output Level of Production.
Table 8: Chi-Square Analysis on Raises the Output Level of Production
	Chi-Square Tests

	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	12.590a
	16
	.702

	Likelihood Ratio
	13.803
	16
	.613

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	.477
	1
	.490

	N of Valid Cases
	720
	
	

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 3.22.


                      (Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The Chi-Square test yielded a Pearson Chi-Square value of 12.590 with 16 degrees of freedom and a p-value of 0.702. Since the p-value is significantly greater than the conventional alpha level of 0.05, the result indicates there is no significant difference. Therefore, the defined null hypothesis is accepted, indicating that there is no significant difference in the perceptions of farmers from the selected districts of the Mysore division regarding the impact of KCC loans on raising the output level of production. 

4.1.4 KCC loans will facilitate farmers to grow more Commercial Crops.
i. Cross Tabulation 
Table 9: Cross Tabulation on Farmers to Grow More Commercial Crops
	KCC loans will Facilitates Farmers to grow more Commercial Crops

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Total

	District
	Mysuru
	21
	68
	93
	39
	12
	233

	
	Chamarajanagar
	10
	28
	26
	8
	4
	76

	
	Mandya
	29
	79
	126
	49
	10
	293

	
	Udupi
	7
	8
	15
	5
	0
	35

	
	Kodagu
	6
	33
	29
	9
	6
	83

	Total
	161
	73
	216
	289
	110
	32


(Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The responses display a mix of opinions across the five districts. In Mandya, a considerable number of farmers agreed (49) or remained neutral (126), suggesting a moderate belief in the scheme’s role in supporting commercial crop production. Similarly, Mysuru showed a relatively high number of neutral (93) and agree (39) responses, while 68 farmers disagreed, indicating varied experiences and perhaps a cautious optimism. Chamarajanagar and Kodagu also revealed a spread of responses, with neutral views being dominant. Overall, the data suggests that while there is recognition of the KCC loan’s utility for expanding into commercial crops, a sizable portion of farmers either remains uncertain or does not fully associate KCC loans with commercial agricultural enhancement.

ii. Chi-Square Analysis
Table 10: Chi-Square Analysis on Farmers to Grow More Commercial Crops
	Chi-Square Tests

	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	39.322a
	16
	.002

	Likelihood Ratio
	20.012
	16
	.002

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	.668
	1
	.414

	N of Valid Cases
	720
	
	

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 1.56.


                       (Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The Pearson Chi-Square value is 39.322 with 16 degrees of freedom, and the associated p-value is .002. Since the p-value is less than the conventional alpha level of 0.05, the result indicates that there is a significant difference in perception. Therefore, the defined null hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is a significant difference in the perception of farmers from different districts about the effectiveness of KCC loans in supporting commercial crop production. 
4.1.5 KCC Loans help Farmers to Increase their Annual Income.
i. Cross Tabulation 
Table 11: Cross Tabulation on Farmers to Increase Their Annual Income
	KCC Loans help Farmers to increase their Annual Income

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Total

	District
	Mysuru
	28
	88
	75
	26
	16
	233

	
	Chamarajanagar
	12
	28
	28
	5
	3
	76

	
	Mandya
	40
	117
	96
	26
	14
	293

	
	Udupi
	6
	15
	12
	1
	1
	35

	
	Kodagu
	13
	26
	27
	12
	5
	83

	Total
	99
	274
	238
	70
	39
	720


(Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

A large proportion of respondents in Mandya (117) and Mysuru (88) expressed disagreement, indicating a significant level of skepticism about the income-enhancing potential of KCC loans in these key agricultural regions. Neutral responses were also prevalent, particularly in Mandya (96) and Mysuru (75), suggesting that many farmers are unsure or have had mixed experiences regarding the effectiveness of KCC loans in boosting income levels. It suggests the need for evaluating how KCC loans are being utilized and whether additional support mechanisms are required to translate credit access into tangible income growth for farmers across these districts.

ii. Chi-Square Analysis
Table 12: Chi-Square Analysis on Farmers to Increase Their Annual Income
	Chi-Square Tests

	
	Value
	df
	Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

	Pearson Chi-Square
	30.176a
	16
	.007

	Likelihood Ratio
	32.746
	16
	.005

	Linear-by-Linear Association
	.472
	1
	.492

	N of Valid Cases
	720
	
	

	a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected count is 4.90.


                      (Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The Pearson Chi-Square value is 30.176 with 16 degrees of freedom and an Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) value of 0.007, which is less than the standard significance level of 0.05. This indicates that the null hypothesis, that there is no significant difference in perceptions among the districts, is rejected. The statistical result suggests that there are significant differences in how farmers from different districts perceive the impact of KCC loans on their income. Regional differences will influence these variations in loan utilization, agricultural practices, market access, and support services. 
Table 13: Testing of Hypothesis
	Hypothesis (H0)
	Statement
	Sig
	Results

	There is no significant difference in farmers’ perceptions of the KCC Scheme among the districts of the Mysore division
	The KCC scheme enables farmers to employ highly skilled laborers
	0.579
	Accepted

	
	Farmers will be able to buy better-quality inputs
	0.006
	Rejected

	
	KCC loans will raise the output level of production
	0.702
	Accepted

	
	The KCC scheme facilitates farmers to grow more commercial crops
	0.002
	Rejected

	
	The KCC loan helps farmers to increase their annual income
	0.007
	Rejected



The hypothesis proposed that there is no significant difference in farmers’ perceptions of the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Scheme among the districts of the Mysore division. The results, however, reveal mixed outcomes across the tested statements. The results of the test show that out of the five perception statements, two hypotheses were accepted as the P-values are less than 0.05, while three hypotheses were rejected. Since the majority of the statements are rejected, it suggests that a significant difference exists in farmers’ perceptions across the districts of the Mysore division. Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected. 

4.2 EXPLORE THE CHALLENGES FACED BY FARMERS IN UTILIZING THE KCC SCHEME IN THE MYSORE DIVISION
The authors have identified five foreseeable challenges, conducted a percentage analysis to understand the major problems faced by all farmers, and also performed ANOVA analysis to determine whether there are any differences in the challenges faced by farmers across the selected districts of the Mysore division. 
Table 14: Percentage Analysis of Challenges Faced by Farmers

	Challenges
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Total

	Lack of Awareness about the Benefits and Features
	13 (1.8)
	52 (7.2)
	258 (35.8)
	262 (36.4)
	135 (18.8)
	720 (100)

	Delay in loan Approval and Disbursement
	48 (6.7)
	62 (8.6)
	190 (26.4)
	311 (43.2)
	109 (15.1)
	720 (100)

	Issues in Accessing the Sanctioned Credit Limit
	20 (2.8)
	79 (11)
	132 (18.3)
	296 (41.1)
	193 (26.8)
	720 (100)

	High Cost of Credit, including Interest Rates, Additional Charges
	14 (1.9)
	57 (7.9)
	128 (17.8)
	405 (56.3)
	116 (16.1)
	720 (100)

	Difficulty in Renewing or Enhancing the Credit Limit
	15 (2.1)
	61 (8.5)
	174 (24.2)
	286 (39.7)
	184 (25.6)
	720 (100)

	Challenges in Repaying KCC loans due to crop failure, price fluctuations, or financial constraints.
	4 (0.6)
	36 (5)
	130 (18.1)
	233 (32.4)
	317 (44)
	720 (100)


(Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)

The percentage analysis of challenges faced by farmers in utilizing the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme in the Mysore division reveals several key insights into systemic, informational, and procedural hurdles that hinder smooth access to and utilization of credit. In terms of awareness, 55.2% of farmers admitted to lacking clarity about the benefits and features of the scheme, reflecting a major communication and outreach gap. A similar trend was observed in the issue of loan approval and disbursement delays, with 58.3% of farmers citing this as a concern, indicating procedural inefficiencies that cause financial uncertainty for applicants.
	A majority of respondents (67.9%) also faced problems accessing the sanctioned credit limit, pointing towards inefficiencies in fund release or restrictive conditions imposed post-sanction. Additionally, 72.4% of farmers noted the high cost of credit as a significant challenge, emphasizing the need for interest rate rationalization and better credit terms under the scheme. Renewal and enhancement of the credit limit was another critical issue, with 65.3% of farmers agreeing that it is a challenge. Finally, the most alarming finding was that 76.4% of farmers reported repayment difficulties, marking it as the most severe challenge, possibly due to unfavorable loan terms, crop failures, or lack of financial literacy. 
Overall, these findings point toward a need for policy revisions focused on simplification, education, accessibility, and support to improve the KCC scheme’s implementation and effectiveness for the farming community in the Mysore division.

TABLE 15: ANOVA ANALYSIS OF CHALLENGES FACED BY FARMERS

	ANOVA

	
	Sum of Squares
	df
	Mean Square
	F
	Sig.

	C1. Lack of awareness about the benefits and features of the KCC scheme.

	C1
	Between Groups
	1.534
	4
	.383
	.444
	.777

	
	Within Groups
	618.194
	715
	.865
	
	

	
	Total
	619.728
	719
	
	
	

	C2. Issues in accessing the sanctioned credit limit due to bank-imposed restrictions or procedural hurdles.

	C2
	Between Groups
	2.760
	4
	.690
	.629
	.642

	
	Within Groups
	784.006
	715
	1.097
	
	

	
	Total
	786.765
	719
	
	
	

	C3. High cost of credit, including interest rates and additional charges, making it difficult to utilize KCC effectively.

	C3
	Between Groups
	.732
	4
	.183
	.235
	.919

	
	Within Groups
	558.068
	715
	.781
	
	

	
	Total
	558.800
	719
	
	
	

	C4. Limited availability of digital banking and ATM facilities for withdrawing funds using KCC.

	C4
	Between Groups
	.802
	4
	.201
	.185
	.946

	
	Within Groups
	774.198
	715
	1.083
	
	

	
	Total
	775.000
	719
	
	
	

	C5. Difficulty in renewing or enhancing the credit limit of KCC due to complex verification processes

	C5
	Between Groups
	.644
	4
	.161
	.164
	.957

	
	Within Groups
	702.121
	715
	.982
	
	

	
	Total
	702.765
	719
	
	
	

	C6. Challenges in repaying KCC loans due to crop failure, market price fluctuations, or financial constraints.

	C6
	Between Groups
	1.111
	4
	.278
	.325
	.861

	
	Within Groups
	611.154
	715
	.855
	
	

	
	Total
	612.265
	719
	
	
	


(Source: Primary Data SPSS Output)
Groups: Selected Districts of Mysore Division
The above ANOVA analysis illustrates the diverse challenges farmers face in utilizing the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme across the Mysore division. This statistical test assessed whether there were significant differences in the perceptions of specific challenges across different districts. The null hypothesis for each challenge assumes that there is no significant difference in challenges among the districts. The analysis considered ten commonly reported challenges that could obstruct the effective use of the KCC scheme. For each, the F-value and significance level were examined, and the results indicate that for all ten challenges, the p-values exceeded 0.05, suggesting uniformity in farmers’ experiences across the Mysore division. Therefore, the defined null hypothesis is accepted for all identified challenges among farmers in selected districts of Mysore Division.

5. Conclusion
The Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme, introduced by the Government of India to provide timely and hassle-free credit to farmers, plays a crucial role in strengthening agricultural finance. The present empirical analysis of farmers in the Mysore division indicates that the scheme is largely perceived as beneficial in addressing short-term credit requirements, facilitating access to quality inputs, and reducing dependence on informal credit sources. The study establishes that farmers in the Mysore division hold a favourable perception towards the KCC scheme, though certain structural and operational limitations continue to affect its optimal use. Strengthening awareness programs, simplifying procedures, and enhancing credit limits based on actual requirements can further improve the efficacy of the scheme. The majority of the farmers felt high cost of credit and repayment of loans due to crop failure are the biggest challenges faced across the selected districts of Mysore division. The study found that there is uniformity in farmers’ experiences across the Mysore division, as there are no differences in the challenges faced by them. 

6. Suggestions
[bookmark: _Hlk205477699]In light of the data-driven insights obtained from the study, it is suggested that farmers must take proactive steps to become more informed and engaged with the financial mechanisms available to them. A key suggestion is that farmers should seek to enhance their awareness about the KCC scheme and its benefits, eligibility criteria, repayment norms, and usage flexibility. Additionally, policymakers must ensure that the integration of technology and data analytics into scheme monitoring and delivery. Policymakers should push for the digitization of the entire KCC lifecycle from application to disbursement and renewal using centralized portals that farmers can access via mobile apps. Furthermore, to address the procedural complexities and documentation burdens, banks must simplify the KCC application process by leveraging technology and offering multilingual support. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Disclaimer (Artificial intelligence)
The authors confirm that no generative artificial intelligence tools, including large language models or text-to-image generation systems like ChatGPT, were employed in the preparation or revision of this manuscript.
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