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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important because it sheds light on how livelihood transformation initiatives directly influence women’s economic empowerment within indigenous communities—a topic that remains under-researched in Bangladesh. By documenting practical, community-level evidence from Bandarban, the study fills a significant knowledge gap and offers insights that can guide policymakers, NGOs, and development practitioners.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the current title is clear and reflects the main themes of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative and provides a good overview of the methods, findings, and implications. It clearly highlights productivity improvements, income changes, market access, and women’s empowerment outcomes.

Suggested improvements:

Add a brief concluding sentence summarizing the broader significance of the findings for policy and sustainable rural development.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The qualitative methodology is appropriate for the research context and has been applied rigorously.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are adequate and include recent studies from 2021–2025. They reflect a balanced mix of national and international literature.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript reads clearly, and complex concepts are explained well.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is rich in field-based evidence, which strengthens its authenticity.

Including a visual conceptual diagram that aligns the empowerment domains with the study findings would enhance clarity.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no ethical concerns.
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