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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript is important for the scientific community as it provides a comprehensive, cross-comparative analysis of the drivers and barriers to digital payment adoption across the diverse BRICS nations. By singling out technological, economic, regulatory, and social factors, the study helps policymakers, financial intermediaries, and fintech entities understand the complex dynamics required to simplify and functionalize digital payment systems across emerging markets. The findings, particularly concerning the impact of government policies (e.g., UPI in India, M-Pesa in South Africa) and technological advancements (e.g., mobile phone penetration), offer actionable insights for promoting sustainable economic growth and financial inclusion in underserved populations. Furthermore, the analysis of barriers like the
digital divide and cybersecurity concerns highlights critical areas for future research and intervention in these key economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is suitable. It is clear, concise, and accurately reflects the scope and focus of the study (digital payment growth drivers in BRICS nations).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract mentions 'technological, economic, regulatory, and social drivers'. While the Findings and Recommendations sections discuss barriers (cybersecurity, digital illiteracy), it would strengthen the Abstract to explicitly mention these Barriers/Challenges alongside the drivers in the Findings summary to give a more
balanced overview of the paper's contribution.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears to be scientifically correct. It uses a secondary source research methodology, analyzing existing data from governmental reports, financial databases, fintech industry reports, and transactional data. The findings are substantiated with quantitative data on mobile payment user growth, transaction volumes (e.g., China's $58 trillion mobile payment transactions in 2021, India's INR 56 lakh crore in FY 2022), and financial inclusion rates, all supported by citations to reputable reports like the World Bank's Global Financial Inclusion Report and the IMF Report. The discussion of drivers (technology, government policy, financial inclusion) and barriers (digital literacy, cybersecurity) is well-supported by
the literature review and specific BRICS case studies (UPI, WeChat Pay, M-Pesa).
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Given the focus on the BRICS and Financial Inclusion/Digital Payments, consider including the following highly relevant works:
· BRICS Digital Financial Inclusion Report by RBI in collaboration with BRICS Central Banks (2021).
	



	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The language and English quality is generally suitable, but there are some instances of awkward phrasing, grammatical errors, or sentences that are overly wordy and could be streamlined for better clarity (e.g., "The backplays of emerging technologies have enhanced high volumes of digital payments..." in section 5.1 ). A thorough proofread by a native English speaker or a professional editing service is recommended to refine the prose before final
publication.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The study provides a solid, data-driven analysis of a very relevant topic. The inclusion of five tables detailing the growth, government initiatives, financial inclusion impact, and barriers across BRICS nations (Tables 1-5) is a strong point and significantly
enhances the clarity of the findings .
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
No ethical issues are apparent in this manuscript, as it relies on secondary data analysis from publicly available reports, financial databases, and industry publications. The use of transactional data is aggregated and anonymized (as reported from the secondary sources), and no primary human subject research is conducted.
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