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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community because it brings rigorous empirical evidence on the link between ICT adoption and subjective well-being in a highly under-researched, fragile context such as the Democratic Republic of Congo. By combining time-series data from 1993–2023 with FM-OLS estimation and extensive robustness checks, the study meaningfully enriches both the happiness economics and ICT-for-development literatures, which are still heavily dominated by high-income or cross-country settings. The disaggregation of ICT components (internet, mobile, broadband, electricity, ATMs) and the careful inclusion of structural controls (education, financial development, industrialization, etc.) provide a nuanced understanding of the channels through which digitalization affects life satisfaction. Finally, the paper offers policy-relevant insights for low-income, post-conflict economies, demonstrating how ICT can act as a strategic lever of human development rather than merely a technological add-on, which is highly valuable for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers working on digital development and welfare in the Global South.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, The title “Wired for Happiness? ICT Adoption and Subjective Well-Being in the Democratic Republic of Congo” is clear, informative, and accurately reflects the central focus of the study. It effectively captures both the thematic scope, ICT adoption and subjective well-being, and the geographical context (DRC). The phrasing is engaging while remaining academically appropriate, and it signals both the research question and the conceptual framework used in the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive. It clearly outlines the research objective, the data sources, the methodological approach (FM-OLS), and the key findings, including the positive and significant relationship between ICT development and subjective well-being in the DRC. The abstract also successfully highlights the broader implications for digital infrastructure as a catalyst for social transformation.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct. The study is grounded in established theoretical frameworks (such as Sen’s capability approach and the economics of happiness), and it applies an appropriate econometric method ”FM-OLS” to address issues of non-stationarity, endogeneity, and long-run dynamics. The empirical strategy is well justified, the variables are clearly defined, and the robustness checks (alternative specifications, variable disaggregation, and alternative dependent variables) demonstrate methodological rigor and internal consistency.

The results align with existing empirical literature and are interpreted accurately within both the economic development and ICT–well-being research domains. Overall, the manuscript presents valid data, sound analytical techniques, and logically supported conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent.

The manuscript draws on a wide range of high-quality scholarly sources, including foundational works in subjective well-being (e.g., Diener, Easterlin, Sen) as well as current empirical studies on ICT, digital inclusion, and well-being in developing economies (2020–2025). Recent articles from reputable journals “covering ICT adoption, happiness economics, financial development, and African digitalization” demonstrate that the literature review is up to date and contextually relevant.

The reference list also reflects an appropriate balance between theoretical foundations and contemporary empirical findings, ensuring both depth and currency.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and English quality of the article are suitable for scholarly communication.
The manuscript is generally well written, uses clear academic language, and demonstrates strong command of terminology in economics, ICT, and well-being research. Concepts, theories, and empirical procedures are presented coherently, and the narrative maintains a professional tone appropriate for a peer-reviewed publication.

Minor stylistic refinements “such as reducing occasional repetition and tightening a few lengthy sentences” could further enhance readability, but these are not essential for acceptance. Overall, the writing meets the standards expected for academic research.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript presents a well-structured and comprehensive analysis of the relationship between ICT adoption and subjective well-being in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The integration of theoretical foundations, empirical evidence, and policy implications is particularly commendable. The authors successfully justify their methodological choices and provide extensive robustness checks, which strengthen the credibility of the findings.

The paper also makes an important contribution by focusing on a fragile and understudied context such as the DRC, offering insights that are valuable for both researchers and policymakers interested in digital development and well-being. The discussion is rich and thoughtful, though a slight streamlining of certain sections, particularly in the introduction and literature review, could improve conciseness without sacrificing depth.

Overall, this is a strong manuscript that addresses a meaningful research gap and offers well-supported conclusions.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No, there are no ethical issues in this manuscript.
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