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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it provides valuable data on the prevalence, identity, and antibiotic resistance patterns of foodborne bacterial pathogens associated with ready-to-eat roasted pork meat in a local Nigerian setting. The integration of cultural, biochemical, and molecular (16S rRNA) methods strengthens the reliability of pathogen identification and contributes to regional microbial surveillance data, which are often underreported. Furthermore, the documented antibiogram profiles highlight emerging antimicrobial resistance trends, informing clinicians, microbiologists, and public health authorities about the continued effectiveness and limitations of commonly used antibiotics. Overall, the study supports evidence-based food safety interventions and underscores the need for improved hygiene practices and antimicrobial stewardship to protect public
health.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	ALTERNATIVE TITLE: ‘‘MOLECULAR CHARACTERIZATION AND ANTIMICROBIAL SUSCEPTIBILITY OF BACTERIA ISOLATED FROM STREET-VENDED ROASTED PORK IN ABAKPA, ENUGU STATE, NIGERIA.’’
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well-structured.
Clearly state the aim/objective of the study in one concise sentence at the beginning. Reduce excessive methodological details (e.g., specific media names) to improve brevity. Highlight the key findings more sharply, especially the most significant resistance patterns.
Strengthen the conclusion by emphasizing public health relevance and implications for food safety and antimicrobial resistance.
Minor grammatical editing is recommended to improve clarity and flow.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct in its overall design, methodology, data presentation, and interpretation of results. The use of standard microbiological culture techniques, biochemical tests, molecular identification through 16S rRNA gene amplification, and antibiotic susceptibility testing is appropriate and aligns with accepted scientific practices. The results are logically presented and the conclusions drawn are consistent with the findings, particularly regarding food safety risks and
antimicrobial resistance. However, minor improvements in clarity, grammar, and consistency of scientific terminology would further strengthen the manuscript without affecting its scientific validity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have
suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and up to date. Adding a few recent African studies on molecular AMR in ready-to-eat meats could further strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	To be improved
	

	Optional/General comments
	The paper's importance is appreciated, but it requires minor improvements to be accepted. Author, complete all changes mentioned in the review form for paper acceptance.


Minor Revision Required
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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

Nil
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