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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it explores sustainable, low-cost substrates for microbial exopolysaccharide (EPS) production using readily available agro-residues. The work contributes to ongoing efforts in waste valorization and environmentally friendly bioprocessing. Additionally, the study provides new insight into EPS-producing bacteria native to river ecosystems, expanding the pool of potential industrial strains. The optimization data results further contribute practical information that can guide future scale-up and process improvement in EPS production systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear, descriptive, and accurately reflects the content of the manuscript. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and provides a clear overview of the study’s objectives, methods, results, and conclusions. However, it would benefit from a more explicit emphasis on the low-cost and sustainable nature of using banana and yam peels as fermentation substrates, as this is a major strength of the work. Also, consider adding a brief statement highlighting the economic and environmental importance of employing agro-residues for EPS production. Additionally, the abstract could be further improved by slightly reducing the number of numerical values to enhance readability and focusing more on the broader implications of the findings.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and the methods are appropriately described in detail. Experimental design is logical, and the results support the conclusions. Some sections, however, would benefit from increased clarity particularly the biochemical table and discussion formatting.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes only eleven references, with most ranging from 2010 to 2023. While these citations are relevant, the reference list would be strengthened by incorporating additional recent studies (2020–2024) that address microbial EPS production, agro-waste valorization, and Bacillus-based bioprocesses. 
I recommend adding more current literature, especially on 
(i) EPS production using low-cost agro-residues such as fruit peels and tuber wastes, 
(ii) optimization of fermentation parameters for polysaccharide biosynthesis, and 
(iii) characterization of EPS-producing Bacillus species from environmental samples. 
Including such studies will improve the manuscript’s scientific depth and demonstrate alignment with current research trends to strengthen the literature support.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally understandable, but several grammatical inconsistencies and formatting issues need correction for improved scholarly presentation.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures and tables are informative, but captions should be standardized. 
Consider merging related discussion points for conciseness. 
Also ensure that all abbreviations are defined on first use.
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