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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The author(s) performed experiments for isolation of bacterial spp., from river water. The study investigated river water as a source of EPS-producing bacteria and evaluated banana and yam peels as potential agro-residues for fermentation. River water samples were enumerated for total heterotrophic bacterial counts, and isolates were characterized based on biochemical properties and proximate analysis.  

Overall, the article is good.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title of the article is suitable, but please it could be modified as shown:

PRODUCTION OF EXOPOLYSACCHARIDES BY BACTERIA ISOLATED FROM RIVER WATER USING BANANA AND YAM PEELS AS SUBSTRATES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract of the article is comprehensive. 
Supplementation with 0.4% yeast extract yielded a concentration of 6.3 g/L EPS. Not the highest concentration.
Please modify: 

Keywords: Bacillus sp., Banana-Peel, Yam-Peel, Exopolysaccharide, Production,  
Please, along with the article add a comma before respectively.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Table 3.1, Please note that, and correct: Staphylococcus sp., appear in grape-like clusters (not Rods) under a microscope, which is due to their thick peptidoglycan cell wall. Their characteristic cluster arrangement is used to identify them in a laboratory.
Please, if possible, clarify under Table 3.2 the meaning of the term P-value and the Brown-Forsythe Test. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language/English quality of the article is suitable for scholarly communications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Please add the aim of the study to the end of the Introduction. 
The aim of the study is to address a valorization of agro-industrial wastes that offer a promising, eco-friendly, and low-cost alternative for bacterial fermentation.
If possible, represent the factors affecting EPS production at first, then followed by the figure for the fermentation course. 
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