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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer  review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	The study assesses the issues of meat safety in the Republic of Congo. It highlights high microbial load in carcass samples colleected in the study. The concerning level of microbial load calls for an assessment of practices followed in slaughter facilities.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is comprehensive but may be improved. The authors should mention the name of country along with Mpila. In abstract and in text the authors state that a total of 30 samples were collected but mention the numbers in bracket again.This is unnecessary and may cause confusion
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The authors need to elaborate on some of the methods and results. The figure headings are not mentioned in English and Legends are missing.Besides, the discussion needs to highlight the importance of this study .
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The language is suitable but the content and importance of study can be highlighted
	



	Optional/General comments
	I believe the article may be published with some revisions in the manuscript.


1. The authors should mention the name of country along with Mpila.
2. In abstract and in text the authors state that a total of 30 samples were collected but mention the numbers in bracket again.This is unnecessary and may cause confusion with reference number.
3. In 2.2, bacteriological analysis, the serial dilution is incomplete or mistyped. Also there is no mention of use of biosafety cabinet for culturing.
4. While referring to physiological saline, they should mention 0.9% Nacl insterad of just 0.9
%
5. Distribution of contamination levels according to microbial groups should be mentioned as Microbial load distribution in samples

6. Methods of Isolate identification should be briefly included alsong with reference.Gram staing KOH test and catalase tests havre been mentioned in methods but results have not been incorporated in the manuscript.
7. Likewise, Figure headings and captions should be mentioned in English (These are mentioned in French). Figure 2 heading should mention that test was performed on staphylococcal isolates only and the significant of coagulase positive microbes should be discussed in text at appropriate place.Figure legends should be included for quick reference and understanding of the figures.
8. While comparing the results e.g. from those reported by Mohammed et al. (2023) , the location of study being referred to, should be mentioned.
9. The authors mention about acceptable levels of different microbes and have calculated Compliance rate based on that.This should be mentioned in methods and acceptable levels for each microbe should be listed or mentioned in the text.If possible this can be represented in the figure showing distribution of microbial load in different samples.
10. The software used for data analysis should be mentioned
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/ her feedback here)

	
Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	Use of Biosafety cabinet for culuring pathogenic bacteria is a must.Authors should mention details of culturing method
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