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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· The current article makes an important contribution to the scientific community by emerging a statistically robust, context-specific scale to measure the livelihood security of rural women under DAY-NRLM. 
· While livelihood safety is a multidimensional and widely deliberated concept, there has been a lack of standardised tools tailored to capture the lived realities of rural women in semi-arid regions such as Chitradurga. 
· By integrating economic, social, ecological, nutritional, psychological and physical dimensions into a thoroughly validated 47-item scale, this study fills a critical methodological gap and delivers researchers, practitioners and policymakers with a reliable instrument for field assessment and programme evaluation. 
· Furthermore, the scale’s recognized consistency and validity offer a strong foundation for future empirical research on rural expansion, women’s empowerment and the efficiency of large-scale livelihood interventions across diverse contexts.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· The abstract is complete and clearly explains the scale development process, reliability, validity and key findings. 

· You may consider adding a brief statement on the broader policy relevance of the scale and removing a few methodological details to keep it more concise.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound, with suitable methodology, rigorous scale development procedures, and statistically validated results. 
· The analysis is coherent, logically available, and aligns well with established psychometric and social science research standards.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are frequently sufficient and comprise foundational as well as recent studies relevant to livelihood security and SHG-based interventions. However, you may reflect adding a few more recent peer-reviewed articles (2020–2024) on women's livelihood security, NRLM consequences, and scale development to further strengthen the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language quality is suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clear, coherent and academically structured, though minor grammatical polishing and tightening of a few long sentences could further improve readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The article addresses an important gap by providing a rigorous and context-specific scale to assess livelihood security among rural women. The methodology is well-defined, and the findings are clearly presented. Minor language refinement and slight condensation in certain sections would enhance overall clarity and flow.
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