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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Despite Daqu's crucial role in Baijiu fermentation, little is known about the physicochemical properties of high-temperature Daqu of various colors. This manuscript offers a systematic comparison of these properties. This work makes a significant contribution to the optimization of solid-state bioprocesses, traditional alcoholic beverage research, and fermentation science.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	 Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract, which covers the objectives, design, methods, main findings, and conclusions, is generally well-organized and instructive.
To make the methodology easier to read, condense it into a single sentence.
A brief mention of the number of Daqu batches analyzed can improve scientific clarity.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript clearly explains its methods, findings, and suggestions and is, in fact, legitimately scientific. The data logically supports the conclusions, and the physicochemical analyses are appropriate. Although there aren't any obvious serious scientific errors, the scientific presentation could be strengthened with a few minor clarifications and contextual rationalizations.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript's references include physicochemical characteristics, microbial ecology, enzymatic activity, and fermentation processes connected to Daqu and Baijiu in an adequate, pertinent, and recent manner (mostly from 2023–2025).
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail) No.
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