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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides essential information for identifying high-performance morphotypes of Pterocarpus erinaceus for reforestation programmes. It fills important data gaps in the morphological variability of the species in northern Côte d’Ivoire. The outcomes are valuable for selecting appropriate seed sources and improving restoration strategies. The results contribute to long-term conservation and genetic resource management.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and clearly reflects the objectives and geographic scope of the study.

(Optional alternative): Morphological Identification and Characterisation of High-Performance Morphotypes of Pterocarpus erinaceus for Reforestation in Northern Côte d'Ivoire
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and well structured. It summarises the objectives, methods, results, and significance of the study effectively. Minor improvements are suggested, including briefly mentioning the statistical methods (PCA, AHC) and adding a final sentence emphasising the practical relevance of the findings for reforestation.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The sampling strategy, morphological assessments, and statistical analyses (Chi-square, ANOVA, Kruskal–Wallis, PCA, AHC) are correctly applied. The conclusions are consistent with the results. Minor clarifications regarding sampling limitations and the influence of historical selective logging would strengthen the discussion.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, relevant, and include several recent studies. Adding a few methodological references related to PCA/AHC in forestry research would further strengthen the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language is generally acceptable for academic publication. Minor grammatical corrections, improved paragraph structure, and enhanced transitions are recommended. A light professional proofreading is advised.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The figures and tables are clear and informative. The Discussion section could benefit from a more structured presentation of themes. A figure showing the spatial distribution of morphotype groups would add clarity. The conclusion is strong but could mention potential future research directions.

This manuscript addresses an important conservation problem related to Pterocarpus erinaceus, a threatened and economically important species in West Africa. The study identifies and characterises morphotypes suitable for reforestation, filling a significant knowledge gap in northern Côte d’Ivoire. The methodology is scientifically sound and the findings are relevant for restoration and forest management. Minor revisions are required to improve clarity, structure, and language quality.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are identified. The authors should confirm that appropriate fieldwork permissions were obtained for research conducted in classified forests.
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