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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	No. The present title is too simple and does not reflect that 34 genotypes were tested in a coordinated trial.

Suggested title: “Evaluation of Thirty-Four Niger (Guizotia abyssinica (L.f.) Cass.) Genotypes for Seed Yield and Yield-Related Traits under Northern Karnataka Conditions during Kharif 2021”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	No.
· The abstract mentions “34 niger genotypes developed at AICRP on Sesame and Niger, UAS, Dharwad” → this crucial information is missing in the current abstract.
· Oil content results are mentioned in the text but completely absent in the abstract.
· The best genotypes must appear in the abstract with their exact yield values and % superiority over check.
Rewrite the abstract (150-200 words) and include these points.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Scientifically the work is correct and follows standard procedures of AICRP on Sesame & Niger. However, several major technical flaws reduce its quality:
1. Table 2 (ANOVA) is completely wrong:
· Degrees of freedom are missing.
· F-values are not presented, only MSS.
· Significance is marked with * and ** but no explanation of the level (5% or 1%).
· For seed yield, MSS Genotype = 15626.8 and Error = 8462.6 → this would give F < 2, so NOT significant, but the authors write “significant”. This is a serious error.
2. Table 3 contains 35 lines but the check DNS-4 is repeated as line 35 and also included in the mean →
statistical analysis is therefore biased. The check should be separate or clearly indicated.
3. CV for seed yield = 16.3 % is very high for a RBD with only 2 replications → experimental precision is
low.
4. No correlation or path analysis although large variation exists → a missed opportunity.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient for a variety trial paper, but 50 % are > 8 years old. Add at least 3-4 recent papers (2022-2025) on niger from India.
	



	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	No. The English is not proper, with many grammatical errors, repetitions and awkward sentences. Examples:
· “were bit early to mature” → “were early maturing”
· “was late” → “was late maturing”
· “showed numerically higher” → “recorded higher”
· “on par capitulum number with the check” → “were on par with the check” A thorough English editing
by a native or professional editor is compulsory.
	

	Optional/General comments
	This is a typical coordinated varietal trial report that can be published after correction of the serious statistical mistakes in Table 2, removal of the check from the mean calculation, and complete English revision. The three genotypes DNS-17, DNS-24 and DNS-41 look promising and deserve multi-location testing in the coming years.
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Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
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