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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly important because it delivers crucial, context-specific data on how final-year medical and pharmacy students at the University of Kisangani (UNIKIS) in the DRC utilize Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and what challenges they face. The research reveals a conflict between the students' high engagement with ICT and the significant structural and economic barriers (like cost and infrastructure) they encounter. By identifying independent predictors of intensive ICT use—namely socioeconomic status, prior computer training, and home Wi-Fi access—this study provides necessary local evidence to the global discussion on digital equity. Ultimately, the findings can directly guide the creation of targeted, evidence-based policies and curriculum reforms essential for successfully integrating digital health education in the DRC and comparable low-resource environments.
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	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured, following the IMRaD format. In the Results section, it would be beneficial to explicitly mention the AOR for medical studies to match the other three main factors listed. While it is present in the main text, only the AORs for socioeconomic status, training, and Wi-Fi are listed in the abstract. Adding it would provide a more complete summary of the multivariate findings. The sentence could be: "...higher socioeconomic status (AOR=3.2), prior computer training (AOR=2.7), medical studies (AOR=1.9), and home Wi-Fi access (AOR=2.4) were independently associated with intensive use.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a highly relevant and important topic for global health education, particularly in the context of increasing reliance on digital resources and the push for digital transformation in low- and middle-income countries. The high response rate is commendable and significantly increases the reliability of the findings within the UNIKIS context. The inclusion of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools like Deepseek, ChatGPT, and Gemini in the usage data is a contemporary and valuable contribution, reflecting the rapid changes in medical information access. In Table 2, the percentages sum to well over 100%, which is appropriate for a multi-select item (multiple barriers can be reported). It would be helpful to explicitly clarify in the table caption or a footnote that the data are percentages of participants who reported the barrier (multi-select) to avoid confusion for readers expecting the column to sum to 100%. The study provides a clear mandate for action. The recommendations in the discussion and conclusion (improving infrastructure, reducing costs) should be strongly emphasized as direct implications for UNIKIS and the DRC health/education ministries.
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