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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	Outcomes of the study could contribute to practice, policy, and research. Evidence from this study can enhance the knowledge and attitudes of multidisciplinary team in ICU. Results of the study can serve as basis in the development and implementation of a standard oral protocol in ICU. Future inquiries can
develop evaluation tools to assess oral status among ICU patients.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Epidemiological survey collects wide-ranged data but the current study as stated in its objective only “seeks to identify the prevalence of unfavorable conditions that may impact the systemic health of patients.” May I suggest this research title: “Assessment of Oral Conditions Among Patients in the Intensive Care Units in the Port Region of Baixada Santista, SP, Brazil”.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	Please change “hospitalized patients” to “patients in intensive care units”.
Revise objective to: The objective of this study was to assess the oral conditions of patients in the intensive care units in the port region of Baixada Santista, SP, Brazil.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Objectives: “This study was conducted as a descriptive epidemiological survey, focusing on the evaluation of oral and systemic health conditions of patients admitted to Intensive Care Units (ICU)…”
Based on the results of the study, it focused only on the assessment of oral conditions of patients in ICU but it DID NOT examine their correlation with patients’ systemic health conditions. There are no hypotheses. This is evident as well with the use of descriptive statistical tools such as central tendency. The conclusion states that “analysis revealed that many patients presented unfavorable oral conditions that can negatively impact their systemic health” was not proven by the study because the correlation between the 2 key variables were not tested. It is just a CLAIM of the authors with NO basis.

Research design: The study is plain observational or descriptive or survey.
Study site: Indicate how many hospitals, how many study participants per hospital, and why were the sites chosen.
Sampling design: Not indicated in the manuscript. Did the study employ the non-probability sampling (purposive or quota) or the probability sampling (simple random sampling, stratified or systematic sampling)?

Sample: Inclusion criteria is inadequate. Indicate the exact age range. e.g. 18-60 years old, both male and female, confined in the intensive care unit, with Glasgow coma scale score of 	, etc..
What is the basis of the sample size of 500?
“Participants with any condition that, in the researcher's judgment, prevented them from participating in the study.” – what are these conditions that will exclude your participants?
Included in the study are those 18 & above years old – how come in Type of ICU, include is a Pediatric ICU? Procedure of data collection: Please include in the write-up of the manuscript.
Methods of analysis: Please include in the write-up of the manuscript what statistical tools were used to analyze the data collected.

Results: Please organize the write-up.

Study will be more significant and scientific if it used the descriptive-correlational research design. Variables such as: types of ICU, clinical history of some type of allergy, required oxygen supplementation, with an endotracheal tube, types of allergies, feeding types, vital signs, etc. will be correlated with the Oral Conditions.
“Are there significant correlations among participants’ extent of oral conditions and their profile variables?”
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	There are citations and references that are outdated. Please use references within 5 years.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The manuscript requires English editing.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The study requires professional supervision.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	



Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
Patients as study participants especially confined in the ICU are very vulnerable. Ethical principles are highly considered.
Please indicate the following:
-How the informed consent forms accomplished
-How privacy and confidentiality were ensured
-When will researchers withdraw the participation of patients
-How to secure the data collected
-What measures to apply if participants develop physiological and psychological reactions
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