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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study quantifies the combining ability of TLB-resistant maize inbreds under disease stress, revealing both additive and non-additive genetic effects on yield and related traits. The findings guide hybrid-breeding and selection strategies, helping develop high-yielding, disease-resilient maize hybrids adapted to challenging agro-climatic conditions.
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	Optional/General comments


	1. Write Rabi and Kharif in italics.
2. Under disease stress (artificial inoculation with the pathogen), variation in seed set, seed health, maternal plant vigor, or maternal disease load could influence F₁ performance beyond (genetic) combining ability, yet this is not discussed.
3. Add a discussion addressing these issues and interpret SCA / non-additive estimates with caution. If possible, in future work, consider expanding parent number or cross set, or adding more replicates/environments / seasons to increase statistical precision.
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