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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses the influence of microbial inoculants and consortia on maize growth, yield, and soil biological properties under Vertisol conditions. Understanding how different microbial combinations affect plant performance is important for sustainable agriculture, especially in low-input systems. The study provides practical data on the effectiveness of several microbial combinations and their potential to enhance nutrient uptake and soil enzymatic activities. Although similar studies exist, region-specific field data such as this can contribute to optimizing microbial formulations for maize production.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is generally suitable and reflects the core components of the study.
However, it may be improved for clarity:

Influence of Microbial Inoculants and Their Consortia on Growth, Yield, and Soil Biological Properties of Maize (Zea mays) under Vertisol Conditions.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract contains the general findings but needs improvement in clarity, structure, and grammar.
Suggested improvements:

· Provide numerical key results (percentage increase in yield, specific microbial responses).

· Mention the experimental design clearly (RBD with 10 treatments).

· Avoid long sentences and repetition.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript presents useful field data and the experimental design (RBD with 10 treatments and 3 replications) is appropriate. However, several scientific issues need attention:

· The introduction lacks a strong conceptual framework and contains repetition.

· Materials & Methods require clearer details (e.g., inoculum concentrations, exact field management practices, soil initial characteristics, enzyme assay protocols).

· Results are mostly descriptive; deeper interpretation and connection to mechanisms are needed.

· Some claims are not sufficiently supported with citations.

· Figures or graphs would significantly improve data presentation.

· Units, spacing, and formatting must be corrected throughout.

Overall, the manuscript is scientifically sound but requires significant revisions to improve clarity and scientific rigor.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most references are recent and relevant; however:

· Some citations are outdated or not directly linked to the discussion.

· More recent publications (2021–2024) on microbial consortia and maize physiology under biofertilizer-based management could be added.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language requires considerable improvement.
Issues include grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and coherence.
Professional English editing is strongly recommended.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are evident. The field experiment does not involve humans or animals.
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