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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is very important in formulating the genetic studies in the endangered species of turmeric. It can be beneficial in developing new varieties and developing standard cultivation package of practices to reduce the over exploitation of the black turmeric.  
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable for the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract needs to be changed to: Curcuma caesia Roxb. is a critically endangered plant species. Studying the associations among traits and the direct and indirect contributions of various characters to fresh rhizome yield per plant is important for its genetic improvement. In the present study, 33 black turmeric genotypes were evaluated to estimate phenotypic and genotypic correlations and to assess the direct and indirect effects of yield-related traits on fresh rhizome yield per plant. Phenotypic analysis revealed that vegetative traits exhibited non-significant but positive associations with yield, indicating that plant vigour alone may not be reliable for selecting high-yielding genotypes. At the genotypic level, fresh rhizome yield per plant showed strong positive correlations with weight of the primary rhizome, cured rhizome yield per plant, weight of the mother rhizome, girth and length of primary and mother rhizomes, number of primary rhizomes, curing percentage, and number of secondary fingers. Path coefficient analysis at both genotypic and phenotypic levels indicated that the weight of primary and mother rhizomes exerted the highest positive direct effects on fresh rhizome yield, suggesting their importance as key traits for yield improvement in black turmeric. These findings provide useful insights for formulating effective selection strategies aimed at enhancing rhizome yield.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct however there are certain things to be rectified which are mentioned in the manuscript itself like: The study justifies correlation and path analysis for conservation, which is scientifically weak. These are breeding tools, not conservation tools. Data from two seasons are not combined using appropriate models or Please specify which season data you are highlighting in your table.
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	References are sufficient and formatted correctly.
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	Language is good enough however some changes are required which are mentioned in the manuscript itself.
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