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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is important because it provides clear epidemiological evidence of turmeric leaf spot disease in Kerala, a region central to global spice production. By identifying Colletotrichum gloeosporioides as a highly virulent pathogen and quantifying its impact on disease severity, the study offers essential localized insights for disease management. These findings are directly relevant to integrated disease control strategies and germplasm screening for resistance, both of which are critical for safeguarding turmeric yield and curcumin quality. Overall, the work makes a meaningful contribution to the scientific community’s understanding of pathogen diversity, virulence profiling, and molecular confirmation in crop protection.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is clear but slightly long. Since the study emphasizes C. gloeosporioides as the most virulent strain, a shorter and more focused title would improve clarity. Suggested alternative: “Epidemiology and Virulence Profiling of Colletotrichum gloeosporioides Causing Turmeric Leaf Spot in Kerala.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well-structured. However, it could be improved by:

· Highlighting the management implications more clearly (e.g., fungicide timing, resistance screening).

· Removing technical details about PCR reagents, which belong in the methods section.

· Strengthening the link between disease severity and economic impact for emphasis.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is scientifically sound: Koch’s postulates were proven, virulence quantified, and molecular identity confirmed. One statement in the conclusion—recommending fungicides—should be softened, as it is prescriptive without direct experimental validation. Suggested correction: “Preventative fungicidal applications may be considered, synchronized with peak disease periods, pending further validation.”
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are generally sufficient, but some are outdated. Adding more recent sources (2020–2024) on Colletotrichum diversity, molecular epidemiology, and integrated disease management in spice crops would strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is clear and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor improvements could be made by shortening long sentences and ensuring consistency in terminology (e.g., distinguishing “leaf spot” from “leaf blight”).
	

	Optional/General comments


	  Figures and plates should be referenced more explicitly in the text.

  Replace “hyper-virulent pathotype” with “highly virulent isolate” to avoid exaggeration.

  Provide Kerala-specific yield loss estimates if available, rather than relying only on generalized data.

  Ensure consistent use of disease terminology throughout.
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