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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable insights into the extent of genetic variability, heritability, and genetic advance among a large soybean germplasm set evaluated under field conditions. It contributes important baseline information for soybean breeding programs, particularly in regions where yield improvement and adaptability remain priorities. The statistical approach is standard and sound, and the findings reinforce existing literature while highlighting promising traits—such as pods per plant and seed yield for direct selection. Overall, this study enriches the available data on genetic variability in soybean and can guide future selection strategies and germplasm enhancement efforts.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title “Assessment of Genetic Variability in Soybean Germplasm for Yield and Yield-Related Traits” is clear, specific, and accurately reflects the content.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive?
The abstract is concise and informative, summarizing objectives, methods, key results, and conclusions. However, it could be improved by:

Including one or two specific numerical values (e.g., the range of heritability or GCV/PCV values) to strengthen the quantitative summary.

Rewording the last sentence to emphasize the practical breeding implication, for example:
“These findings suggest that selection for branches per plant, pods per plant, and seed yield traits could effectively enhance soybean productivity in breeding programs.”


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	A clearer justification for why the augmented design was chosen instead of a randomized complete block design. Brief discussion of environmental factors or soil conditions at the experimental site, which might influence trait variability. Slight expansion in the discussion section linking these results to practical breeding or comparison with other regions.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are largely relevant and include both classic and recent sources.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English is generally understandable and clear. Some minor grammatical and stylistic edits would enhance readability (for instance, consistent capitalization of trait names and improved flow in long sentences).
	

	Optional/General comments


	Figures and tables are informative but could be accompanied by slightly more interpretive captions. Adding a brief “Future Work” statement. 
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