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	Malocclusion — the misalignment or incorrect fitting together of the upper and lower teeth/jaws — is more than just a cosmetic concern. When teeth don’t meet properly, it can lead to serious long-term consequences for oral health, jaw function, and overall quality of life. 

Because of its effects on dental hygiene and function, malocclusion often makes proper cleaning of teeth difficult. Crowded, crooked, or overlapping teeth create tight, hard-to-reach spaces where plaque and food debris accumulate. This increases the risk of tooth decay (caries) and gum disease (gingivitis or periodontitis), which — if untreated — can even lead to bone loss around teeth and tooth loss.
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