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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides baseline data on Salmonella contamination patterns in borehole water from Nigerian suburban communities, addressing a knowledge gap in water safety assessment for regions heavily dependent on groundwater sources. The study's demonstration of seasonal variation in contamination rates, with peak prevalence during wet seasons, offers valuable insights for public health interventions and water treatment strategies in tropical developing countries. The identification of both typhoidal and non-typhoidal Salmonella species, along with their biofilm formation capabilities and hemolytic properties, contributes important epidemiological data for understanding waterborne disease transmission dynamics in resource-limited settings. The physicochemical analysis alongside microbiological assessment provides a water quality profile that can inform regulatory standards and monitoring protocols for groundwater sources in similar geographical regions. This research is particularly significant given the endemic nature of salmonellosis in sub-Saharan Africa and the critical role of safe water access in reducing the burden of waterborne diseases.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	NOT SUITABLE
Seasonal Dynamics of Salmonella Contamination and Water Quality in Rivers State Groundwater: Implications for Public Health Risk Assessment
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The introductory statement of the abstract is too weak to justify the need for this study. Please revise it.

The abstract must begin with a statement of the problem or need that justifies the research gap and necessity for this study, followed by the aim, methodology, major results, anticipated outcomes, significance, and implications, and a brief conclusion. Include specific numerical results in the abstract.

The abstract contains 281 words, which exceeds the journal's 250-word limit.

The phrase 'following Standard Methods for the Examination of Water' is not clear. Specify which standard methods were used. Remove this phrase and replace it with the actual methods.

The statement 'The study has shown the pattern of water contamination by Salmonella spp.' lacks clarity. What specific pattern was identified?

Many studies have used similar statements (e.g., 'therefore highlighting the need for improved water sanitation practices'), but this is not a strong recommendation or conclusion. Please provide a more definitive conclusion.
Keywords: Include Rivers State, and Nigeria to it.

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	No, but will benefit from a serious major correction. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Not sufficient. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The grammar and structure need a serious major revision. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	Introduction

This is not proper, short, and weak introductory section. Avoid the use of very short paragraphs. Please rewrite completely. 

This section requires major revision. The introduction is superficial and fails to provide an accurate description of the study's rationale. The citations are outdated. Please review the recommended materials and use them to effectively write your introduction, methodology, and discussion sections. 

Study and include these published materials to help you build your introductory and discussion sections. Make sure to read and cite the papers accordingly before you resubmit for a second review. 
https://doi.org/10.26832/24566632.2020.050201
https://doi.org/10.9734/jpri/2021/v33i30B31646
http://dx.doi.org/10.9734/jamb/2020/v20i330226
https://doi.org/10.9734/sajrm/2020/v6i130139
https://doi.org/10.26832/24566632.2020.0502015
https://doi.org/10.9734/ajob/2020/v10i130096
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.clwat.2024.100055
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.toxrep.2025.102073
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envpol.2024.124305
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2024.123941
Methods

Include a map showing the study locations.

The description of the study location is insufficient. Review the attached materials via the provided links to enhance all sections of the manuscript.

The sections on sample collection, transport, and bacteriological examination lack essential details. Consult the attached materials via the provided links for guidance. Additionally, there is no section addressing physicochemical parameters such as temperature. Create a sub-heading for these parameters and list all measured variables. The suggested papers above will provide comprehensive guidance. Ensure all referenced materials are properly cited.

This section lacks sufficient detail to ensure reproducibility and validity of the findings. The authors must describe the study area, sample collection procedures, number of replicates, transportation to the laboratory, tools and techniques used for sampling and analysis, and statistical procedures. If any in situ measurements were conducted, these must be stated along with justifications. Review the suggested materials above to gain a comprehensive understanding of the required content.

Results: Specify the units for all physicochemical parameters. Identify which standards you are using for comparison. Discuss your results in relation to recently published articles from the provided list. In the discussion, explain why each parameter is higher or lower than findings in other published studies. Do not just say it is similar to the findings by Okeke et al. (2025). What did Okeke et al find? If yours is the same or different, why? Use the recently suggested articles above for your discussion.

Conclusion: The conclusion is inadequate. It must begin with the research gap or rationale for the study, followed by the aim, methodology summary, major results, implications, impacts, significance, limitations, and recommendations.

References: Many references were not cited in the manuscript, while some citations lack corresponding references.

Overall, the authors must improve the article's overall grammatical structure. The manuscript is currently disjointed and lacks a logical flow of ideas.

The manuscripts will benefit from a major revision, and I recommend another round of revision before acceptance.

	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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