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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study is important because it reveals the level of contamination in a widely consumed medicinal and food plant, helping to assess potential health risks to the population. It also provides essential data that can support decisions on food safety and pollution management in urban and industrial areas.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	I suggest changing the title to:
Heavy Metal Contamination and Health Risk Assessment of Bitter Leaf (Vernonia amygdalina) from Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The author should address the following issues in the abstract:
1. The abstract is too long and needs to be shortened to the acceptable range of 200–250 words.

2. There is no need to repeat the explanation of THQ, HI, ECR, and TCR; these terms were introduced twice without justification. In addition, they should not be mentioned only descriptively—numerical values should be provided to reflect the actual level of health risk.

3. The abstract should highlight the key findings rather than listing metal concentrations for all locations; it is more appropriate to emphasize the highest or most critical values.

The keywords need to be revised and expanded to reflect the full scope of the study, not only the heavy metals. 

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The author should address the following points to improve the quality of the manuscript:
1. Introduction
· The heading Background of the Study should be changed to Introduction.

· The main objective of the study is not presented in a clear and direct sentence at the end of the introduction.

2. Results
· No figures or graphical illustrations (Figures) are included, which reduces the clarity and strength of the results presentation.

3. Discussion
· Several explanations are not supported by references, especially when discussing the reasons behind the elevated metal concentrations.

· The discussion repeats some results instead of analyzing them or comparing them with previous studies more critically.

· There is no clear explanation of why metal concentrations differ between locations from an environmental or industrial perspective.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are good, but they are not sufficient for some key sections and need to be strengthened, especially in the discussion and methodology. I also suggest adding the following reference:

Al-Shammari, A. H. R., & Al-Hassani, I. K. A. H. (2025). Assessment of Cadmium Levels in Selected Local and Imported Fruits and Vegetables in Iraq: A Study on Environmental and Health Risks. Asian Research Journal of Agriculture, 18(2), 6-12.

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is good.
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