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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	The majority of soil research focuses on achieving the ideal conditions to make macro-nutrients available for plant growth. However, this study demonstrates how soil micro-nutrients in East African tea plantations are affected by varying N levels. The study shows that the plucking interval has no effect on the level of micro-nutrients. It's a great finding. Geographical location affects soil levels of copper, zinc, iron, and aluminum. This study highlights that while the zinc level is trending downward across all locations, soil aluminum, copper, and iron levels increase as nitrogenous fertilizer rates rise. Applying nitrogen fertilizer is a way of raising the levels of iron, copper, and aluminum in soil. However, the study also highlights that applying excessive levels of nitrogenous fertilizers may result in the toxicity of these nutrients and a zinc deficiency in soils, which need to be taken into account when applying fertilizer.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Effect of Nitrogenous Fertilizer Application Rates and Plucking Intervals on Soil Micro-Nutrients in East African tea plantations
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The plucking method used for the study (manual or mechanical plucking) must be mentioned to ensure readers are sufficiently informed.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The design of the study is an appropriate - randomized complete block design with sufficient replicates. The quantity of bushes in each plot is also adequate. However, the pruning technique used for the experiment should be indicated in the methodology section. In general, the majority of tea- growing countries follow a 4-6-year pruning cycle. However, it was found that this study followed a pruning cycle of approximately fifteen years.
More explanation is required.
It is also necessary to refer to the soil testing procedure as ‘method of Mehlich 3 (1984).’
The purpose of this study was to investigate how different soil micronutrient levels (Al, Fe, Cu, and Zn) were affected by NPKS 25:5:5:5 fertilizer rates and plucking intervals. Therefore, it was a great finding even though the nutrients' responses to plucking intervals were mostly insignificant. Therefore, to ensure readers are sufficiently informed, it is
recommended to present the results in detail, including key statistical indicators.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reason for collecting soil samples at various soil depths must be supported by adequate citations.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, The style of writing is acceptable
	

	Optional/General comments
	The content of the findings is practically valuable. 
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