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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript evaluates the effects of nitrogen fertilizer rates and plucking intervals on soil micronutrients (Al, Fe, Cu, Zn) across multiple tea-growing regions in Eastern Africa, using long-term trials under diverse soil and climatic conditions. This work provides scientifically valuable insights because micronutrient imbalance is an emerging sustainability challenge under continuous high-N fertilization in tea plantations. The location-specific responses identified here help explain regional variations in yield and quality and can guide more targeted fertilizer recommendations. This contributes significantly to both soil fertility management and tea industry profitability in East Africa.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
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	Yes, the title appropriately reflects the content and scope of the study.

Optional refined suggestion (not mandatory):
“Influence of Nitrogen Fertilizer and Plucking Intervals on Soil Micronutrient Dynamics in East African Tea Plantations”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is generally well written and contains relevant objectives, methodology, and major findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, with:
✓ Multi-location factorial design
✓ Adequate sampling depth and replication
✓ Proper statistical analysis
✓ Logical interpretation linking soil chemistry → plant response
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are appropriate, extensive, and include recent citations up to 2024.
Minor corrections needed:
· Ensure consistent formatting (journal names, volume/issue style).
· A few URLs appear long; ensure compliance with journal guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	Clear and understandable.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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