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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study provides much-needed information on the zooplankton community of the Bagoé River, a system that is under serious pressure from illegal gold mining. Since very little ecological work has been done on this river, the dataset presented here fills an important gap and will be useful for both researchers and environmental managers. The findings also highlight how sensitive zooplankton groups, especially the balance between Copepods and Rotifers—can help detect early signs of ecological disturbance. Overall, this work offers insights that are meaningful for freshwater monitoring and conservation in West Africa.
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	The current title is accurate, clear, and reflects exactly what the paper is about.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract gives a good overview of the study and clearly outlines the objectives, methods, and major findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The research design is sound and the methods are appropriate for the study goals. The results are clearly presented and the ecological interpretations make sense.
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	The references are relevant and mostly up-to-date. However, adding a few more recent papers (after 2020) would strengthen the context.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is generally well written and understandable. Some section titles need consistent capitalization (e.g., “Materials and Methods”).
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