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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical gap in global maternal health research by integrating principled missing data methods with machine learning to predict ANC4 coverage. It combines multiple imputation with advanced analytics to reconstruct missing wealth data and derive predictive insights across countries and regions. The work offers a promising methodological framework for maternal health surveillance and equity assessment, especially in low-income settings where data gaps are most severe. The findings have implications for monitoring progress toward SDGs related to maternal care and inequality.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear and reflects the core methodological approach and subject matter.
No change suggested.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and summarizes the key methodological steps and findings. However, it could be strengthened by briefly clarifying how the findings affect policy or health systems practice. There is some redundancy around model performance that could be streamlined.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the scientific approach is valid. The combination of multiple imputation with machine learning is appropriate for handling structured missing data. Model evaluation metrics are standard and well chosen. However, the manuscript would benefit from clearer explanation of missingness assumptions, model selection rationale, and interpretive limits of statistical associations versus causal inference.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are generally recent and relevant, particularly for the subject matter. However, there are occasional duplicate citations that should be checked. Inclusion of work on missing data assumptions (e.g., Little and Rubin) might strengthen the methodological grounding.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is generally clear and academic. There are some areas where wording can be tightened for consistency, and minor editorial polishing would improve flow.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This manuscript presents a valuable integration of analytics and global maternal health surveillance. Clarifying the distinction between prediction and explanation throughout would improve interpretive rigor. Stronger connection to policy implications, beyond SDG statements, would increase impact.

The manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically robust. Some clarification is needed in describing missing data mechanisms and model interpretation. The presentation of results and narrative could be tighter. 
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail) 

No major ethical concerns. The data are de-identified, aggregated, publicly available, and used appropriately in secondary analysis. The manuscript reports adherence to ethical guidelines.
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