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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a critical constraint in jute cultivation, namely effective and economical weed management during the early growth period. By integrating a pre-emergence herbicide with mechanical weeders, the study provides a practical and scalable weed management strategy suitable for small and marginal farmers. The work contributes valuable field-based evidence on crop yield, soil moisture dynamics, soil enzyme activities, and economic returns, which strengthens its relevance for sustainable fibre crop production. The findings are particularly important for eastern India, where jute plays a major socio-economic role.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate, clear, and accurately reflects the objectives and scope of the study. It effectively conveys the integration of chemical and mechanical weed management approaches in jute.

No alternative title is required.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is largely comprehensive and summarizes the objectives, treatments, key findings, and conclusions effectively. However, it is slightly lengthy and could be improved by:

Reducing excessive numerical details, Clearly stating the experimental design (RBD) in one line, Adding one concluding sentence highlighting the practical recommendation for farmers.

Overall, only minor refinement is suggested.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The experimental design, treatment structure, methodology, statistical analysis, and interpretation of results are appropriate and well explained. The discussion is well supported by earlier literature, and conclusions are logically derived from the results. Measurement of soil moisture and enzyme activities further strengthens the scientific rigor of the study.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, relevant, and include both classical and recent studies related to jute weed management. Most citations are appropriate for the subject matter. However, a few references are repeated (e.g., Naik et al., 2018 appears twice) and should be corrected. Inclusion of 1–2 more recent references (post-2020) on integrated weed management or conservation agriculture would further strengthen the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally understandable and suitable for scientific communication. However, there are minor grammatical errors, long sentences, and occasional typographical issues (e.g., “pants” instead of “plants”). A careful language editing or proofreading is recommended to improve clarity and readability.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are observed. The study involves field experimentation on crops and does not involve human or animal subjects.
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