Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	Asian Research Journal of Agriculture

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_ARJA_149845

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Marketing of Banana varieties in Thiruvananthapuram District of Kerala   

	Type of the Article
	


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important as it provides empirical evidence on marketing behaviour, price spread, and channel efficiency in banana marketing, an area where limited region-specific research exists. The findings help policymakers, farmer collectives, and agricultural marketing agencies understand how intermediary layers affect farmer profitability and market performance. The study also highlights the potential of organized marketing systems such as VFPCK and co-operatives, contributing to discussions on sustainable agricultural markets. Additionally, its comparative analysis of Red banana and Njalipoovan offers new insights into variety-specific marketing dynamics, which can guide future interventions and research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	es, the current title accurately reflects the content and scope of the paper.
If an alternative is desired:
“Marketing Structure and Efficiency of Major Banana Varieties in Thiruvananthapuram District, Kerala”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively summarises the objectives, methodology, major findings, and conclusions.
Suggestions for improvement:

· Add the specific number of marketing channels analysed (five).

· Mention that Channel V showed the highest marketing efficiency.

· Briefly highlight policy implications such as digital marketing or procurement system improvements.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The sampling strategy is appropriate, the analytical tools are standard and widely accepted (Acharya’s and Shepherd’s methods), and the presentation of tables and findings is clear. The interpretation of results is logical and supported by relevant literature. Minor improvements in sentence flow and clarity can further enhance readability but do not affect scientific correctness.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes a good number of recent and credible references (2019–2025). They adequately support the discussion.
Suggestions:

· Ensure consistent formatting as per journal guidelines.

· You may consider adding more Kerala-specific studies if required by the editor.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is clear, formal, and appropriate for academic publication. A few long sentences can be shortened for clarity, but overall the manuscript is well-written.


	

	Optional/General comments


	· Consider adding a graphical summary (e.g., flow diagram of channels) to enhance visual understanding.

· A brief limitations section (e.g., seasonal price variations, limited geographic coverage) could strengthen transparency.

· The policy recommendations are strong; adding actionable steps may improve practical impact.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are observed. The study uses primary survey data, and there is no indication of misconduct or unethical practices.
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