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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers timely empirical evidence on AI competency among higher education students from a digitally under-represented region, using UNESCO’s multidimensional framework. It challenges the common assumption that AI readiness varies by academic stream or course type, highlighting AI competency as a universally emerging skill. The findings provide valuable guidance for inclusive, ethical, and stream-neutral AI integration in higher education, contributing meaningfully to global AI-in-education research.
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	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well-structured. It may be improved by briefly clarifying the research design and key analytical method, while slightly condensing the limitations statement.
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	Yes, the manuscript appears scientifically sound. The research framework, methodology, and analysis are appropriate, and the conclusions are supported by the data.
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	The manuscript is well-structured, scientifically sound, and addresses a timely topic in AI competency for higher education.
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