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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript makes a meaningful contribution by tackling the pressing problem of soil health decline due to the indiscriminate use of chemical fertilizers. It offers valuable, location-specific information for semi-arid regions such as Rajasthan, particularly on how combining organic and inorganic nutrient sources can benefit cucumber cultivation. The work also reinforces the potential of Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) as an effective approach to improve fruit quality traits, including TSS and ascorbic acid content, while simultaneously enhancing soil microbial biomass.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is appropriate and clearly reflects the scope of the research, including the specific cucumber cultivar (cv. Sheetal) and the INM-based management practice under investigation. The abstract is generally well-structured and comprehensive, as it outlines the study’s objective, treatments, and key quantitative findings related to growth and yield.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is generally comprehensive, covering the objective, treatments, and key quantitative results for growth and yield.
However, one improvement is suggested: the abstract should explicitly mention the specific biofertilizers
used, namely Azotobacter and PSB, rather than referring only to the broad term “biofertilizer.”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The experimental layout, employing a Randomized Block Design with replications, along with the use of ANOVA for statistical analysis, appears methodologically sound and suitable for a field experiment of this nature.
Correction Required: In Table 3 (Effect of INM on Soil Health Parameters), the values for SEm± and CD at 5% appear to be missing or misaligned for the "Available N" and "Available P" columns. These statistical values must be inserted to verify significance.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, The reference list is adequate and commendably up to date. It incorporates a substantial number of recent studies from 2023 and 2024, indicating that the authors have made a genuine effort to engage with current research in this area.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the English quality is generally suitable for scholarly communication. The terminology is technically accurate, and the flow is logical. There are very minor formatting errors (e.g., a fragmented word "conducte" on
page 3) that should be cleaned up during proofreading.
	

	Optional/General comments
	This is a well-structured study with practical implications for vegetable growers. The authors should carefully check the final formatting of the tables, specifically Table 3, to ensure all statistical significance data (SEm and CD values) are visible and correctly aligned with their respective columns before final publication.
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