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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important because it contributes to the emerging field of data-driven predictive policing within regions that face data scarcity and high insecurity. By demonstrating how machine learning models can uncover temporal and spatial crime patterns, the paper offers valuable insights for improving proactive policing strategies. The framework presented has potential real-world applications for law-enforcement agencies operating along high-risk transport corridors. Additionally, it provides a replicable analytic template for researchers working on crime forecasting in developing nations.
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	· Figures (confusion matrices and feature importance plots) may benefit from increased resolution and larger font sizes.

· Authors may consider adding real anonymized police data in future work to enhance empirical validation.

· A brief sensitivity analysis (e.g., effect of SMOTE, effect of k in KNN) could be added in future studies.
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