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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is highly relevant to the scientific and academic community as it explores malware awareness and cybersecurity practices among students and faculty using data-driven methods. It applies Educational Data Mining (EDM) and K-Means clustering to reveal behavioral patterns, offering new insights into cybersecurity education. The findings contribute to developing targeted awareness programs that enhance institutional cybersecurity resilience. Moreover, it aligns with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 4 and 9, promoting quality education and innovation in digital safety.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No change needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear, informative, and provides an overview of the objectives, methods, and findings. However, it could be improved by briefly including the sample size (number of respondents) and specifying the number of clusters identified in the K-Means analysis. This will make the summary more data-oriented and complete.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the study is scientifically robust. The methodology including data collection through surveys, preprocessing, and K-Means clustering is appropriate. Correlation analysis effectively supports the findings. Results are presented clearly through figures and tables. However, adding statistical details (e.g., p-values or confidence intervals) would improve analytical rigor and reproducibility.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, current, and relevant (mostly from 2019–2024). They include authoritative sources such as IEEE, Elsevier, and Springer publications.

Minor suggestion: Include regional studies on cybersecurity awareness to enhance contextual grounding, especially those focusing on educational institutions in similar settings.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is clear and readable. Only minor grammatical corrections and smoother transitions between sections (especially in the Results and Discussion) are needed. The paper meets the academic writing standard.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Mention the total number of participants and the ratio between faculty and students.

· Provide justification for using K-Means clustering over other unsupervised learning methods (e.g., hierarchical clustering).

· Improve figure clarity — ensure axis labels are legible and consistent.

· Expand the Discussion section to include practical implications for curriculum design and cybersecurity policy development in academic settings.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues detected. The study follows institutional approval and maintains respondent confidentiality through anonymized data collection.
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