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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The authors of the manuscript synthesised information within the purview of research to establish humic acid as a credible alternative to antibiotic growth promoters in poultry production. The manuscript expanded our understanding that humic acid has beneficial effects on gut microbiota of poultry. Of interest to the science community is the fact that the manuscript highlighted critical knowledge gaps as well as future research needs.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes the abstract is comprehensive. However, keywords should be increased to four or five in order to facilitate discoverability and indexing as the two keywords are not sufficient. More so, keywords should be written without a space between key and words. Let the humic you used be humic acid.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is NOT scientifically correct as many information provided was not referenced. The second paragraph of the introduction should be provided with adequate citations. Another heading (What is humic substance?) in the manuscript did not sound scientifically. It can be rephrased as The Concept of Humic Substance. ICMR needs to be defined (State its full meaning and acronym for the first time). You can use HA for humic acid throughout the paper after its first definition (Humic acid(HA)).Many statements under What is Humic Substance lack adequate citations. Please provide adequate citations. There was no link between the content of your manuscript and the table 1. Try to link table 1 with details coming before the table and provide adequate citations with each detail provided in the table. The pictures of Frank and Justus are not needed in the scientific review. Please remove them. The following headings need to be rewritten without bullets and with adequate citations: 1. KEY HISTORICAL MILESTONES IN HUMIC ACID RESEARCH 2. EXTRACTION OF HUMIC ACID 3. FUNCTIONS OF HUMIC ACID 4. EFFECT OF HUMIC ACID ON DIFFERENT PARAMETERS 5. FUTURE PROSPECTS (citations are not important here). The section Summary and conclusion needs to be rewritten as Conclusion. If you want to have a summary, let it come after the abstract, subject to the journal guidelines.
You mentioned image 1 but did not provide it. Figures 1,2 and 3 were also not well captioned and cited. Caption should be below each of the figures

 Did you just pick the figures online or you drew them yourself?


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No, many statements were not cited. Please peruse my comments above

The Islam et al 2005 was too old as there are current and more recent articles that could be cited. The authors should check with google scholar to find more recent related articles. (Check the following: 1. Humic acid as a feed additive in poultry diets: A review (2019) 2. Impact of humic acid as an organic additive on ruminal fermentation constituents, blood parameters and milk production in goats and their kids growth rate (2018) 3. Application of humic substances in agricultural industry (2022).

The following reference was not cited in any paragraph of your manuscript: Wrong: National Center for Biotechnology Information. (n.d.). Humic Acids. PubChem Compound Summary. https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/compound/Humic-acid 

If you need to cite it, it is better cited and referenced as follows: (Information, 2021): Information, N.C. for B., 2021. PubChem compound summary

 The following reference too was erroneous:Stevenson, F. J. (1982). Humus chemistry: genesis, composition, reactions. John Wiley & Sons.

Change the year to 1994 not 1982.

Be consistent with your referencing style follow journal guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, but I am not comfortable with the frequent use of  m dashes in many paragraphs as frequent use of m dashes. Kindly rephrase to avoid unnecessary use of m dashes.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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