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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study addresses an important topic in tropical animal production—the effect of exotic‐gene inheritance on survivability and adaptation of crossbred cattle under Nigerian environmental conditions. Understanding genotype–environment interaction is critical for designing sustainable breeding programs in developing countries, where high mortality of exotic breeds is a major constraint.
The use of long-term data (1978–1985) strengthens the value of the findings. The manuscript still contributes useful empirical evidence from West Africa.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, it is acceptable academically, but it can be improved for clarity, readability, and professional style.
Most concise and academic

“Mortality Patterns of German Brown, N’dama, and Their Crossbreds in Ibadan”

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Overall, the abstract contains the main findings but is not yet comprehensive for journal standards. It needs more structure, clarity, and balance between background–methods–results–conclusion.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall, the manuscript presents a valuable long-term dataset on mortality patterns among German Brown, N’dama, and their crossbreds under humid tropical conditions. The study is generally scientifically sound, but several issues require clarification to fully validate the scientific rigor of the work.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	  The manuscript cites 11 references.

  Most are classical or foundational studies on N’dama, German Brown, trypanotolerance, and crossbreeding (e.g., ILCA 1979, Lloyd 1971, Flamigni 1959).

  For the historical and comparative context, these references are adequate.

  However, recent studies on tropical cattle genetics, crossbreeding, and survivability are missing. This weakens the contemporary relevance of the work.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	  The manuscript is generally understandable; the flow from Introduction → Methods → Results → Discussion is logical.

  Scientific terminology is mostly appropriate (e.g., mortality rate, crossbreds, trypanotolerance).

Scientific style

Some phrasing is too informal or subjective for scholarly writing:

· “died most” → should be “experienced the highest mortality”

· “positive significant difference” → “significant advantage in survival”

Avoid casual language or superlatives without statistical backing.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Potential for improvement:
· Consider discussing management practices, environmental factors, or herd selection as potential confounders affecting mortality.

· Clarify definitions of mortality (birth, preweaning, yearly, adult) and the statistical methods used.

· Provide confidence intervals or standard errors for mortality rates to improve scientific rigor.

  The manuscript is valuable and has potential for publication after major revisions focusing on statistical clarity, interpretation of results, language polishing, and updated references.

  The study would be of interest to researchers in animal breeding, tropical livestock management, and crossbreeding programs.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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