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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This paper is quiet important because it provides empirical evidence on the impact of pre-university academic background on student performance in IT programs. The findings help the academic community understand that stream differences have only a small impact at the early stage and can be reduced through university teaching. This study also provides useful input for improving admissions policies, curriculum design, and academic support to be more equitable for students of diverse backgrounds.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is clear and comprehensive. All important elements such as purpose, methods, findings and implications are stated.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	This paper is scientifically correct. The analytical methods, use of statistics, and interpretation of findings are appropriate and consistent with the objectives of the study.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references used are sufficient and relevant to the study. Most of them are basic and strong to support the findings. However, it can be considered to add some recent references to strengthen the current context. Especially in the Introduction and Literature Highlights sections. Recent references can be added to support the issues of admission policy, diversity of student backgrounds, and performance in IT education that are more current.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes, the quality of English is suitable for academic writing. The sentences are clear, formal, and easy to understand.
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