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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript is valuable because it applies statistical modelling to uncover latent academic structures in computing education, an area with limited empirical analysis in Nigeria. 
It contributes to data-driven curriculum improvement and provides evidence for targeted academic interventions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title accurately represents the study, but is lengthy and could be more concise for academic clarity. 
A shorter alternative is “Latent Academic Dimensions in Computing Education: A PCA-Based Analysis.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative but overly detailed, with excessive statistical explanation that can be shortened. 
Adding a final sentence on practical implications would improve completeness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The methodology is generally correct, though the manuscript inconsistently treats PCA as factor analysis and includes unnecessary formulaic details. 

Results are sound but could benefit from clearer methodological distinction.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are recent and sufficient but lack more empirical studies applying PCA/FA in computing education, especially within African contexts. 
Adding regionally relevant studies would strengthen the literature base.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable but verbose, repetitive, and occasionally unpolished.

Streamlining sentences and improving academic tone would enhance readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Issues Noticed:

Overuse of parentheses and long sentences.

Repetition of similar statements in different sections.

Some phrasing is not scholarly (e.g., “this is pedagogically plausible”).

Occasional inconsistency in tense and subject–verb agreement.

Suggestions:

Shorten sentences for clarity.

Remove explanatory text that is not essential for academic readers.

Ensure consistent academic tone throughout the manuscript.

Use proofreading to refine punctuation, spacing, and academic formatting.

To strengthen the manuscript, you may:

Condense the abstract and discuss significance more clearly.

Clarify whether the study uses PCA or true exploratory factor analysis.

Remove overly technical formulas unless essential.

Strengthen the link between results and implications for curriculum development.

Improve English fluency and reduce redundancy across sections.

Update reference list with more empirical studies related to computing education analytics

The manuscript has strong methodological structure and clear results, but sections are overly long, contain redundancies, and require clearer distinction between PCA and factor analysis. Language tightening, methodological clarification, and restructuring are necessary before acceptance.
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	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Anil Kumar, Central University of Rajasthan, India
[image: image1.png]



Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

