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	PART  1: Comments


	
	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.

	This manuscript addresses the biochemical and skeletal complications in children with beta thalassemia, a population prone to multiple endocrinological and nutritional disorders. Identifying potential interactions between ferritin (as an index of iron overload), vitamin D status, and bone maturation could guide metabolic monitoring in these patients. The study provides regional data from Indonesia, which may contribute to local baseline information.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)

	
The title is grammatically correct but misleading because it implies an existing correlation, which the results contradict. A more accurate title should be:
“Assessment of Serum Vitamin D, Ferritin, and Bone Age in Children with Beta Thalassemia.”

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.

	The abstract is structurally adequate and includes aims, methods, results, and conclusions. Yet it overstates the purpose (“to determine correlation”) without explaining the scientific basis for expecting one. The authors should clarify why ferritin and vitamin D were compared, since prior evidence for such an association is inconsistent.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The methodology is clearly stated, and statistical tests are appropriate for the data. The sample size (n = 55) is modest but acceptable for a preliminary study. The main issue lies in the study rationale: ferritin is primarily a marker of iron overload, while vitamin D metabolism is influenced by hepatic and endocrine dysfunction rather than serum ferritin alone. Without assessing confounding factors—sun exposure, nutritional intake, liver enzymes, and parathyroid function, the correlation analysis is insufficiently grounded. The absence of a control group further limits interpretation. Thus, while technically correct, the study’s hypothesis lacks biological plausibility.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are adequate and include current sources up to 2025. A few older citations (pre-2019) could be replaced with more recent mechanistic studies on vitamin D metabolism and iron toxicity. The inclusion of regional guidelines is appropriate.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?

	The language is generally clear but contains minor grammatical inconsistencies. The discussion section repeats background and material and could be more concise.
	

	Optional/General comments

	The authors should:
1. Clarify the rationale for linking ferritin with vitamin D and bone age.
2. Discuss potential confounders (diet, sunlight exposure, liver dysfunction).
3. Reframe the discussion to emphasize descriptive findings rather than correlation claims.
4. Revise the title and abstract to reflect the absence of association rather than implying one
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	None
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