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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This research is significant as AI has become a common tool available to learners, utilized both formally and informally. Thus, comprehending the utilization of AI in middle schools is crucial to illustrate its impact on students' cognitive processes in problem-solving and mathematical comprehension. However, it is essential to highlight the risks of accepting AI at face value, as it may hinder critical thinking prior to utilizing assistive tools, thus this study contribute to the global discussion of AI in education.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title requires enhancement or modification to make it sound and clear, and perhaps also by specifying the geographic region and incorporating methodological direction.

Suggestion:

Examining the Middle-School Students’ Use of AI Tools in Mathematics Problem-Solving:  A Case of ….


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is thorough, but it can be improved to clearly state the purpose, background, methods, results, and recommendations.  I would also suggest that alphabetic numbering be omitted from the abstract.  Rather, the author must communicate using paragraphs without numbering.  Additionally, I recommend that the writing style be modified to suit academic writing; for example, on “Students should treat AI’s answers cautiously,” I would suggest that it be computed like “the study established/suggests that students should treat AI….”  For this study, given its importance and relevance, I would suggest that the author recommend an area of further research and capture it in the abstract—just as one line.



	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	No. Although the references provided are recent, the references are inadequate, particularly given the extensive academic publication in this field at present. I have also suggested for appropriate referencing within the in-text paragraphs. I recommend ensuring that the computation of references adheres to APA or the referencing style prescribed by the journal. I encountered difficulties downloading the majority of references.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, but requires editing and alignment to strengthen most paragraphs.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This paper has followed a mixed-method approach, as described.  I suggest the Methodology section should be reorganized in a logical manner.  Secondly, a justification for the mixed method to assist the readers in understanding how the study was conducted and help readers evaluate the validity and credibility of the findings.  I suggest that the study should problematize the research (problem statement), construct the research objectives and questions, and, to some extent, the rationale of the study (significance). The analysis section is very good.  The findings must therefore advance and be linked to the objectives and questions, which I think they are, although the objectives and questions are not stated.  The literature review should be discussed under separate appropriate headings and subheadings.  An opportunity also exists to enhance the literature review and referencing.
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