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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical educational priority in India by assessing the current status of Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) among Grade III students—an area central to achieving the goals of NEP 2020 and NIPUN Bharat. The study contributes valuable quantitative evidence from Odisha, a region where limited empirical FLN research exists, thereby filling an important geographical and methodological gap in current literature. The mixed-method approach strengthens understanding by combining student-level performance data with teacher-reported classroom challenges. The findings are significant for policymakers, teacher educators, curriculum designers, and researchers working to strengthen early-grade learning outcomes in India.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Current title: Assessment of Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Skills among Students in Cuttack District, Odisha. The title is clear, relevant, and aligned with the study's objectives. However, if a more refined or publication-oriented title is preferred, the following alternatives may be suggested:

Suggested Alternative Titles:

1. Status of Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Among Grade III Students: Evidence from Cuttack District, Odisha

2. Examining Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Outcomes and Classroom Challenges in Odisha’s Government Schools

3. A Mixed-Method Assessment of FLN Skills and Teaching Challenges in Cuttack District, Odisha
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is informative, summarizing aims, design, methodology, findings, and recommendations. However, a few refinements can enhance clarity and completeness.

Suggestions:

· Add the sample description more clearly (e.g., specify boys/girls if relevant).

· Mention key statistical values or levels (e.g., percentage of low achievers) directly in the abstract for specificity.

· Clarify the nature of challenges identified from teachers—currently this is only broadly stated.

· Consider tightening the language to avoid redundancy and improve flow.

· Add 1–2 lines on the implications of the findings for policy or practice.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound, with a coherent rationale, appropriate descriptive survey design, and clear data analysis procedures. The statistical methods (mean, SD, t-test, percentages) are appropriate for the objectives, and thematic analysis is correctly used for qualitative data. The results are presented adequately and correspond to the stated objectives.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are largely adequate, recent, and relevant, with many citations from 2023–2025. The manuscript appropriately includes national policy documents, NCERT reports, and international comparative studies.

Suggestions for Additional References:

You may consider adding:

ASER (Annual Status of Education Report) findings for Odisha or India, which provide strong national FLN benchmarks.

UNICEF or World Bank reports on foundational learning (if deeper global comparison is desired).

More studies specific to eastern Indian states to strengthen the regional context.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally understandable and conveys the intended meaning clearly. However, several sections would benefit from language polishing for grammar, conciseness, and formal academic tone.
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