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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides critical empirical evidence on the status of Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) in a specific Indian context, addressing a significant research gap through its quantitative assessment of Grade III students in Odisha. The findings reveal a substantial proportion of low achievers (27%), underscoring the persistent learning crisis, while the null result in gender differences offers a nuanced perspective on equity in educational outcomes. Furthermore, the study identifies key systemic barriers—including infrastructural deficits, teacher shortages, and parental illiteracy—that hinder FLN efficacy. These evidence-based insights are vital for informing targeted policy interventions and contribute to the broader scientific discourse on improving early-grade learning outcomes in developing regions.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Instead of "27% of students are low-level achievers," state the performance distribution more completely and use standard terminology.

Suggestion: "Findings revealed a tripartite distribution of student achievement: 23% were high achievers, 50% were at an intermediate level, and 27% were low achievers in foundational skills."
The phrase "some major challenges" is not clear. The abstract should briefly mention the specific, thematic challenges identified.

Suggestion: "Major challenges identified through qualitative analysis included insufficient infrastructure, a critical shortage of teachers, and low parental literacy."
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is generally sufficient and demonstrates a good effort to incorporate recent literature.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally suitable for scholarly communication and effectively conveys the research. However, minor grammatical polishing would enhance its professionalism and clarity for publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	A valuable empirical contribution to the FLN discourse in India, which would be further strengthened by refining the language and references.
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