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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a important contribution to the field of gender studies & particularly in the realm of gender-based violence (GBV) prevention by highlighting the role of men and boys. Its use of PAR is very important, as it not only generates academic knowledge but also empowers communities in Arusha District to engage in transformative action. It confirms that men and boys, when engaged as reflective partners rather than passive recipients, can critically evaluate and alter their own roles in perpetuating or preventing GBV. It will be valuable for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers working on gender equality and Sustainable Development Goal 5.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear, accurate, and reflects the scope of the study. It highlights both the thematic focus (GBV prevention) and the methodological approach (PAR). No changes needed.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. Abstract is quite comprehensive. If possible, shall be condensed more. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes. The manuscript is scientifically robust. The PAR methodology is well-explained, the data sources are credible (FGDs, participatory mapping, interviews), and the analysis is appropriate. The discussion links well with existing literature and highlights both contributions and limitations.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Please cite: MenEngage Africa and Sonke Gender Justice
Ensure consistency in citation style: “Greig & Edström, 2012” vs. “Greig and Edström, 2012”.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Beside methodology section where idea can be explained more comprehensively, overall tone/quality of English is suitable for scholarly contribution.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The inclusion of tables and figures would strengthen the manuscript by providing a more holistic overview of GBV patterns. These visual elements could help contextualize the broader issue before narrowing the focus to the field-based findings in Arusha District.
The manuscript could benefit from some expansion to reach a baseline of at least 5,000 words. In particular, sections such as the discussion and conclusion might be elaborated to provide deeper analysis and stronger policy recommendations.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:

Indra Bhaskar Mishra, University of Lucknow, India
Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

