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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript makes a significant contribution to the scientific community by highlighting the important role that men and boys play in tackling gender-based violence, all through a participatory action research approach. By involving male community members as proactive agents of change, it challenges the usual narratives and encourages inclusive, community-led strategies for preventing violence. Grounded in the context of the Arusha District Council, the study offers valuable insights into culturally sensitive interventions, which could inform policy and practice in similar environments. Its focus on collaboration, empowerment, and local ownership strengthens the evidence base for initiatives aimed at achieving gender equity and fostering social transformation.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title does a good job of conveying the main focus of the manuscript. Still, it could use a little polishing for better clarity and impact. Below are some alternative suggestions that keep the original intent while making it more readable and appealing:

"Engaging Men and Boys in Preventing Gender-Based Violence: Insights from Participatory Action Research in Arusha District"

"Mobilizing Male Allies: A Participatory Action Research Study on Gender-Based Violence Prevention in Arusha"

"Community-Led Change: The Role of Men and Boys in Addressing Gender-Based Violence in Arusha"

Each of these options highlights the importance of agency, context, and methodology while making the phrasing more accessible for academic and policy audiences.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-organized and gives a solid overview of the study’s context, methodology, findings, and implications. It does a great job of highlighting the importance of involving men and boys in GBV prevention from a participatory perspective. That said, a few tweaks could really boost its clarity and impact:

- Clarify participant demographics: It would be helpful to briefly mention the age range or roles of the 60 participants (like youth or community leaders) to give more context to the findings.

- Specify intervention duration: Including the timeframe of the PAR cycles would allow readers to better understand the level of engagement.

- Highlight key outcomes: Think about briefly mentioning one or two specific behavioural changes or community actions that came out of the PAR process.

- Streamline phrasing: The sentence “PAR proved effective in promoting attitudinal change…” could flow better if it were combined with the next sentence for a smoother read.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript seems to be scientifically solid and methodologically sound, but it could use a few clarifications. Here are some areas that need further explanation:

Participant Details: Providing more information about the demographics of the participants and the criteria for their selection would really enhance the study’s generalizability.

Duration and Follow-Up: It would be helpful to clarify how long the intervention lasted and whether there was any follow-up after the study to evaluate the sustainability of the changes observed.

Measurement of Change: Adding more specifics on how changes in attitudes or behaviours were measured (like through surveys, interviews, or observational data) would boost the scientific rigor of the study.

Overall, the manuscript reflects a thoughtful and evidence-based approach to a complex issue, showing great potential to contribute to both academic discussions and community practices.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient and recent
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English language quality of this article is suitable for scholarly communications
	

	Optional/General comments


	With those little adjustments I have made above, the manuscript could be ready for publication
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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