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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study surveyed the background levels of the physico-chemical, heavy metals, and microbial characteristics of Rumuosi borrow pit (Port Harcourt, Nigeria) surface water to ascertain its quality and address the gap in knowledge on its quality and safety for human use. The findings show that physico-chemical properties were below standard provisions and good for the support of wildlife, fisheries, and ecosystem conservation. Water color ranged from 217 Pt-Co to 298 Pt-Co, odor: unobjectionable, pH: 6.5 – 6.6, biochemical oxygen demand: 0.42 mg/L– 0.79 mg/L, dissolved oxygen: 4.7 – 5.3 mg/L, phosphate: 0.15 mg/L– 0.27 mg/L, nitrate: 0.3 mg/L– 0.7 mg/L, and total hydrocarbon content: 0.01 mg/L. Alkalinity: 40 mg/L - 100 mg/L, copper (Cu): 0.026 mg/L– 0.047 mg/L, mercury (Hg), lead (Pb): 0.001 mg/L, and total coliform and faecal coliform counts: ≥ 2,400 MPN/100 mL. Mercury (Hg), lead (Pb), and copper (Cu) levels and coliform counts were at a risk threshold. Authors concluded that, the status of Rumuosi borrow pit water is of bad quality and unfit to serve as a source of clean water supply for human use
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	The work is applicable and it could be concluded that , the status of Rumuosi borrow pit water is of bad quality and unfit to serve Neither as a source of clean water supply for human use NOR for fish culture 
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)


	


Reviewer details:

Khalid Hussein Hassan Zaghloul, Fayoum University, Egypt

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


