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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides novel data on tree diversity, biomass, and carbon storage in sacred groves of the Shivalik foothills. It highlights the role of these traditional ecosystems as localized carbon sinks and biodiversity refuges, with Shorea robusta as the dominant species. The findings offer valuable references for forest conservation, sustainable management, and climate policy. By linking cultural heritage with scientific measurements, the study strengthens the relevance of sacred groves in climate change mitigation strategies.  
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title is informative and relevant, but it is too long and somewhat imprecise. It would benefit from simplification and clearer wording, for example by replacing “important sacred groves” with “selected sacred groves” and shortening “carbon storage status” to “carbon storage.” A more concise and focused title would improve readability and make the manuscript more attractive to the scientific community. 

“Tree diversity, biomass and carbon storage in sacred groves of the Shivalik foothills, Garhwal Himalaya, India”  

 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The summary presents all its parts. However, some corrections need to be made. 
AGB > 1500 Mg ha⁻¹ is unusual for deciduous forests. Justification (presence of large diameters, BEF used)

The conclusion is too descriptive: it repeats the results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here. 
	The manuscript is scientifically correct with subdivisions conforming to the standard. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The bibliographic references section is well-stocked. However, there are a few errors that need correcting. 
- The citation “Pielou 1996” is indeed present in the text, in the section on diversity indices.

- It should be corrected to Pielou 1966 to conform to the original source.

· Review some quotes 

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is relevant and original, as it links biodiversity, biomass, and carbon storage in the little-studied sacred forests of Shivalik. The methodology is clear, and the results highlight the major ecological role of Shorea robusta and groves as carbon sinks. However, the text is sometimes too long and repetitive, and some references contain errors. A stylistic revision, as well as a harmonization of units and citations, would significantly enhance the manuscript's credibility and scientific impact.
The conclusion is very assertive and fails to mention the methodological limitations. It does not suggest avenues for future research (e.g., soil carbon, regeneration dynamics, anthropogenic impact).


	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No
	


Reviewer details:

Alowanou-Kele Blaise, University of Abomey-Calavi, Benin

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)

