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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes to a deeper understanding of the structural evolution and post-COVID transformation of the Nigerian payment system, a topic of significant relevance to emerging economies. It synthesizes empirical evidence and policy developments to show how payment innovations, digital channels, and regulatory reforms shape financial inclusion and economic performance. The study also highlights systemic challenges—such as infrastructure gaps and public distrust—that constrain Africa’s largest economy from fully transitioning to a cashless ecosystem. These insights support comparative studies in fintech adoption, monetary policy implementation, and digital payment resilience across developing countries. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable.

It accurately captures the three central pillars of the paper: “challenges,” “prospects,” and “opportunities” of the payment system in the post-COVID era. The title directly reflects the scope, content, and analytical direction of the manuscript.

No alternative title is necessary.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is clear and provides a concise summary of the study’s scope, method, and conclusions. However, a minor enhancement can strengthen it:

Suggested Addition

· Briefly mention key findings (e.g., significant challenges and prospects identified).

· Add a more explicit statement on policy relevance.

Suggested Revision Sentence

“Findings reveal that while significant innovations such as NIBSS Instant Payments, e-payment channels, and digital currency initiatives have strengthened the system, infrastructural limitations and public distrust continue to impede full adoption.”
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. It utilizes a literature-based review drawing from Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) reports, empirical studies from 2012 to 2024, and credible media sources. The discussion of reforms, payment trends, infrastructural challenges, and policy implications is logically structured and supported by secondary data. The arguments are consistent with established literature on electronic payment systems, financial inclusion, inflation dynamics, and digital transformation in emerging markets. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate, recent, and diverse. They include:

· 2023–2025 journal publications

· CBN Statistical Bulletins (2021–2023)

· World Bank (2021)

· Recent empirical studies on Nigeria’s digital payments ecosystem

If desired, the following reference types may further strengthen the theoretical grounding:

· Papers on post-COVID fintech resilience in Africa

· Studies on digital infrastructure gaps in developing economies

· Comparative analyses of cashless policy adoption in Kenya, Ghana, or South Africa

However, this is optional. The current reference list already meets scholarly expectations. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the English is clear and generally suitable for scholarly communication.

Minor stylistic adjustments (e.g., reducing repetition and improving paragraph flow) can further enhance readability, but the manuscript is already well-organized and understandable.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Consider emphasizing post-COVID behavioral changes in consumer payment habits.

· A graphical conceptual summary at the end (e.g., Challenges → Opportunities → Policy Pathways) may strengthen clarity.

· Adding a short section on global best practices would enrich the comparative dimension.

These points are optional enhancements, not mandatory revisions.
· The manuscript is relevant and timely, and it contributes meaningfully to the discourse on payment systems in developing economies.

· Evidence is comprehensive and well-curated.

· Minor improvements to the clarity of the abstract and to stylistic consistency will enhance the article.

The paper is scientifically robust and does not present methodological or conceptual deficiencies.
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