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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a timely topic, given the renewed global focus on authenticity-based trade, cultural branding, and protection of regional identities within international markets. Its emphasis on leveraging GI-tagged Indian products for competitive advantage aligns with current trade policy debates and offers potential value for both academic and policy communities. The work contributes by integrating legal, economic, and marketing perspectives, although the depth of theoretical engagement could be strengthened. Overall, the subject is important, but the manuscript requires conceptual sharpening to fully reach its intended scientific impact.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The current title accurately reflects the scope of the study. However, it is somewhat long and descriptive. A more concise alternative could be:

“Geographical Indications and India’s Global Trade Competitiveness: From Local Assets to Global Leverage.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract clearly presents the purpose, methodology, and key insights of the paper. It successfully highlights the importance of GI protection, export performance, and branding challenges.

Suggested improvements:
· Add one sentence specifying the exact methodological approach (e.g., “The study uses secondary data and a SWOT analytical framework…”).

· Clarify the main finding more explicitly by providing a concise concluding sentence summarizing the policy implications.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound, logically structured, and supported by evidence from published literature and export statistics. The SWOT analysis is consistent with the qualitative findings and provides a strong interpretive framework.

Suggested improvements:
· Some sections would benefit from deeper integration of comparative international cases beyond the China–EU GI agreement (e.g., EU PDO/PGI system, Thai Hom Mali rice GI strategy).

· The “Findings and Discussion” section could be expanded to better relate SWOT results to policy recommendations.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are generally recent, relevant, and adequate, covering 2020–2025 literature.

To strengthen theoretical grounding, 

The authors may consider adding:

· A reference on global value chains and GI participation.

· Studies on GI governance systems in the EU or Southeast Asia.

· Work linking GIs to rural development and export premium pricing.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is generally clear and appropriate for scholarly communication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The manuscript could be strengthened by integrating more comparative insights from other emerging economies.

· A short conceptual figure illustrating the link between GI → Branding → Export Competitiveness would enrich the contribution.

· The conclusion is strong but may further emphasize how GI products can support India’s long-term trade strategy.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical concerns were identified in the manuscript. The study uses secondary data only, and no human subjects are involved.
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