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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study is important, becausewe can find out the most appropriate soil amendment to ameliorate on deficit soil moisture and crop performance of maize during the growing season.

Kilifi County in Coastal region of Kenya is mainly semi-arid where rainfall is the most limiting factor to crop production and therefore a source of food insecurity. From the findings of the study, it is evident that application of different soil amendments significantly affects seed germination and emergence processes. The findings indicate that organic manures can be safe and effective amendment for crop establishment, since they occasion germination rates comparable to those of control treatment. However, use of highly concentrated inorganic fertilizers such as DAP and N: P: K (23:23:0; 17:17:0) and other synthetic derivatives such as SAP can pose a significant risk of phytotoxicity and osmotic stress to germinating seeds, that severely compromise crop emergence. Therefore, for applications that require direct placement and contact with the seed, organic soil amendments are preferred to the high-salinity inorganic fertilizers.
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