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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. The manuscript holds significance for the scientific community as it addresses the empirically limited understanding of the factors influencing life-saving equipment (LSE) usage decision-making in the critical context of commercial inland water transport in Southern Nigeria.
2. By adopting a survey research method and using linear regression analysis across 12 jetties in six Southern States, the study provides quantitative data differentiating the usage motivations between boat operators and commuters (users)

3. This research contributes specifically to safety studies by highlighting that while compliance with work ethics drives LSE use among operators (38.7%), prevention of drowning (44.4%) and safety (30.1%) are the key determinants for commuters, thereby informing targeted intervention strategies.
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	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Scientifically correct
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are sufficient and recent
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	1. The study addresses a critical safety issue, noting that the non-usage of life-saving equipment (LSE) while on water increases disaster risks, such as injury, boat capsizing, and drowning. The research is specifically aimed at assessing the factors influencing LSE usage among commercial boat users (commuters) and operators in Southern Nigeria. The authors justify the need for the study by stating that the factors influencing LSE usage decision-making remain "empirically limited"
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